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MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

 

DEPARTMENT of MUSIC 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Course Prefix and Number: MUE 3222  

 

Course Title: Woodwind Techniques 

 

Credit Hours:  Two (2) semester hours 

 

Course Type: Laboratory 

 

Catalog Description:  Two hours lecture.  The study of woodwind instruments with an 

emphasis on embouchure, techniques, and teaching problems. 

 

College of Education Conceptual Framework:  

 

The faculty in the College of Education at Mississippi State 

University are committed to assuring the success of students and 

graduates by providing superior learning opportunities that are 

continually improved as society, schools, and technology change. 

The organizing theme for the conceptual framework for the 

College of Education at Mississippi State University is 

educational professionals - dedicated to continual improvement of 

all students’ educational experiences. The beliefs that guide 

program development are as follows:  

1. KNOWLEDGE - Educational professionals must have a deep 

understanding of the organizing concepts, processes, and attitudes 

that comprise their chosen disciplinary knowledge base, the 

pedagogical knowledge base, and the pedagogical content 

knowledge base. They must also know how to complement these knowledge bases with the 

appropriate use of technology.  

2. COLLABORATION - Educational professionals must continually seek opportunities to work 

together, learn from one another, forge partnerships, and assume positions of responsibility.  

3. REFLECTION - Educational professionals must be willing to assess their own strengths and 

weaknesses through reflection. They must also possess the skills, behaviors, and attitudes 

necessary to learn, change, and grow as life-long learners.  

4. PRACTICE - Educational professionals must have a rich repertoire of research-based 

strategies for instruction, assessment, and the use of technologies. They must be able to focus 

that array of skills on promoting authentic learning by all students or clients, while exhibiting an 

appreciation and commitment to the value and role of diversity.  
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Course Objectives: 

 

1. To familiarize each student with the fundamentals and pedagogy of the woodwind 

family.  INTASC 1, 4, 7, 9; CFPO 1, 3; MENC 7; PRAXIS 1, 2; NASM 4f, 1, 

2, 3.   

 

2. To demonstrate mechanical understanding of each woodwind instrument through 

scales, prepared literature and teaching & conducting demonstrations.  INTASC 

4,5,7,9 CFPO 3; MENC 2, 5, 9; PRAXIS 1, 2; NASM 4f, 1, 2, 3.  

 

 3. Students will acquire basic playing skills while at the same time present   

  concepts and procedures which will support future teachings of these   

  instruments.  INTASC 4, 5, 7, 9 CFPO 3; MENC 2, 5, 9; PRAXIS 1, 2; 

NASM 4f, 1, 2, 3.  

 

 4. To build a student’s confidence with their ability to evaluate a wide variety  

  of potential problems in teaching the woodwind family.  INTASC 3, 4, 7;   

  CFPO 1, 3; MENC 7, 6; PRAXIS 1, 2; NASM 4f, 1, 2, 3.  
 

5. Students will demonstrate their abilities to arrange or compose music for 

woodwind instruments.  INTASC 4, 5, 7, 9; CFPO 3;  MENC 2, 5, 9;  PRAXIS 

1, 2;  NASM 4f, 1, 2, 3.  

 

6. Teaching Demonstration: Students will demonstrate their woodwind pedagogical 

skills to fellow classmates during class time on a daily basis. Students will do a 

complete set of lessons plans the day they will be teaching and will be required to 

do 2 out of class observations throughout the semester.  There will be a final exam 

and final performance demonstration on the designated final exam day.  INTASC 

4, 5, 7, 9, 10; CFPO 2, 3, 9; MENC 6, 7; PRAXIS 1, 2;  NASM  2a, 3f, 4f, 1, 2, 

3, 5a, f 

 

Topics to Be Covered: 

 

 1. Basic Performance Skills (30 hours) 

  a. Assembly/Disassembly 

  b. Embouchure 

  c. Fingerings 

  d. Breathing 

  e. Tonguing/Articulation 

  f. Technique 

  g. Intonation 

  h. Student Qualifications 

 

2. Elementary/Middle School Woodwind Pedagogy (9 hours) 

  a. Elementary/Middle School Band Methods 

  b. Specific Woodwind Teaching Methods for the Beginning Student 
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  c. Care and Maintenance of Instruments  

  d. Specific Woodwind Repertoire for the Beginning Student 

  e. Teaching Strategies for Special Needs Students 

 

 3. High School Woodwind Pedagogy (3 hours) 

   a. Teaching techniques for the High School Student 

  b. Specific Woodwind repertoire for the High School Student 

 

 4. Specific Administrative Requirements for the Music Educator: (2 hours) 

  a. Equipment:  Selecting an instrument, mouthpiece, and reeds.   

  b. Classroom environment:  homogeneous vs. heterogeneous 

  c. Music Technology relative to the woodwind teaching 

  d. Repairing:  with and without a tool kit 

 

 5. Brief history of each woodwind instrument (1 hour) 

 

Text: 

 

Dietz, W. (1998). Teaching woodwinds: A method and resource handbook for music   

  educators. New York: Schirmer Books.  (Book available @ MSU Barnes and Nobles  

  Bookstore) 

 

Methods of Instruction:   

 

Lecture and performance 

 

Student Activities/Course Requirements: 

 

1. Students are required to attend all classes and class performances, no make-ups. 

2. You are expected to be set-up, warmed-up, and ready to play at the beginning of each 

class, since time is limited.   

3. Individual preparation of assigned material/music. 

4. Class performances 

5. 10-article reviews – YOU MAY NOT RETRIEVE ARTICLES OFF OF THE 

INTERNET UNLESS THEY ARE FROM REFEREED SOURCES.  Best Sources 

are in the library. i.e. Instrumentalist, Flute Talk, Flute Quarterly, International 

Clarinet Association. 
6. 10 Bibliography cards - Use 4X6 index cards to describe each of the sources, or 

    adapt to computer format if you wish. Examples are provided; be sure to   

include the reference number (if there is one), edition, date and place of 

 publication, etc.  It is also helpful to note where items are located in the library.       

 

Example: 
Lichtenwanger, W. A. (1974). Survey of musical instrument collections in the U.S. and 

Canada. Ann Arbor: Michigan. 
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   (Short synopsis about the book or magazine) 

572 entries of the Musical Instrument Collections, in the U.S. and Canada are for  institutions-

mostly museums and historical societies in which musical instruments are not segregated into 

identifiable collections but rather are scattered amongst many other artifacts on a geographic or 

other non-musical basis.  An index listed in alphabetical order (by state) where one can find 

particular instruments.  This gives street name and address, phone number, days and times of the 

week that they are open.  The listing gives:  dates of information, sources of info, organization, 

form of entry, names and titles, descriptions, catalogs, exchange, scales, loans and access.  

Canada listing is in back of the U.S. listing.  Mentioned in the text are the persons with whom 

certain instruments have been associated, and of authors or performers appearing in 

bibliographic citations.  Not mentioned in the index, are the names of the makers and 

manufacturing firms.  They are mentioned in the text.  Illustrations have been added.  (YOU 

MAY USE THIS ONE FOR YOUR CARD FILE - ONLY 9 LEFT!) 

 

 Music (Ref) ML 19 M 87 

  

7. Teaching demonstrations 

8. 2”-3” Three-ringed notebook for handouts/notes 

9. Assigned readings, class participation 

 

Mississippi State University Academic Honor Code: 

 

“As a Mississippi State University student I will conduct myself with honor and integrity at 

all times. I will not lie, cheat, or steal, nor will I accept the actions of those who do.” 

 

Academic Dishonesty:   

Dishonesty is any form including plagiarism, turning in assignments by others, unauthorized 

possession of exams, etc. may result in the student receiving an “F” and/or being suspended from 

the university. 

 

Technology:  
 

CDs, YouTube, Recordings of themselves playing.  (See equipment) 

 

Diversity:  
 

Music from different genres and cultures will be examined in the course. 

 

Disability Statement:    
 

In compliance with the American with Disability Act section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 

1973, any student who, because of a disabling condition, may require some special arrangements 

in order to meet course requirements should contact Accessibility Services (Phone: 325-3335) as 

soon as possible.  It is the student’s responsibility to voluntarily and confidentially provide 

appropriate documentation regarding the nature and extent of a disability and provide it to 

Student Support Services. 
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Field Component: 

 

 1.  Total amount of time spent in observation/field experience:  (5 hours) 

 

 2.  Days of week students attend field experience:  once a month and two teaching       

      demonstrations.  

  

 3.  Site for observation/field experience:  (TBA) 

 

4.  Purpose of observation/field experience and activities:  To prepare students            

 with hands on approach of teaching the woodwind instruments in an actual setting. 

 

 5.  Level: 

  __x__Initial Experience 

 

  _____Medial Experience 

 

  _____Culminating or capstone experience 

6.  Expected outcomes:  Students will gain an understanding of how woodwind                  

     methods are taught in real situations.  The students will gain their knowledge of  

     elementary performance and pedagogical issues relevant in the woodwind area. 

 

 7.  How is observation/field performance assessed:  See attached 

 

Assessment of Concepts and Skills/Evaluation of Student Progress: 

 

Attendance and class participation will be a major factor in your final grade.  Each unexcused 

absence will result in the lowering of your final grade by one letter. 

 

 1.) Adequate completion of assignments. INTASC #1 

 2.) Course requirements completed with competence and accuracy. INTASC #8 

 3.) Quality of all completed assignments. INTASC #8 

 4.) Evidence of scholarship. INTASC #4  

 5.) Responsive participation in class exercises. INTASC #6 

 

  Evaluations: 

  Written examinations            40% 

             (midterm/final) 

  Performance exams              20% 

  Resource file                        10% 

 15 bibliography cards/         05%    

 10 article reviews/HW/part.            

 Final Project          25% 

 

Grade Scale: 

 90-100  A  60-69  D   
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 80-89  B  below 60 F   

 70-79  C 

 

  Performance Skills: 

This will include both weekly assignments and a final performance on the flute, clarinet, 

saxophone, oboe and bassoon.  Weekly assignments will be taken from the text and other 

elementary band repertoire.  INTASC 4,8; CFPO 1,4; MENC 2,5,6,7; PRAXIS 2;  

NASM 2a, 3c,e,g, 4c, f1 

     

  Written Examinations: 

There will be an exam after completing the study of each instrument.  The exam will 

cover any classroom discussions as well as reading material and handouts.  Students will 

be tested on their knowledge of elementary performance and pedagogical issues relevant 

to the flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, and saxophone (40%).  The Final Exam will be TBD. 

INTASC 8; CFPO 1,3,4; MENC 2,5,6,7; PRAXIS 1,2;  NASM 2a,c 3a, 4c,d, f1,2,3, 5d 

 

  Resource Notebook: 

 

This file/notebook will become an invaluable resource as a professional music educator.  

Contents of the Resource Notebook should include information from instrument 

manufacturers, reeds and accessories, bibliography cards (or computer notated), 14 article 

reviews, companies, fingering charts, music catalogs, magazine articles, arranging 

project, class handouts, class notes, video tape reviews, solo/chamber bibliography, and 

anything you need to know concerning the woodwind area.  Remember, you are the one 

that will be teaching and you need to have a big enough file to refer to. (10%) INTASC 1, 

4; CFPO 3; MENC 8, 9; PRAXIS 1, 2; NASM 1, 2c, d, 3d, g, 4f, 1, 2, 3, 5d 

 

Attendance Policy: 

 

Attendance is mandatory for all class meetings.  In the event of an illness or emergency, notify 

the instructor ahead of time.  Excessive absences (more than two) will generally affect your 

grade, regardless of reasons.  Tests and quizzes will not be given on a make-up basis, so 

classroom attendance is important.  Arriving late to three classes will result in the lowering of 

your final grade by one letter. 
 

* Absences must be approved in advance.  For emergencies or illness, call 325-2865. 

 

Assignments:   
 

All assignments are due on the due dates.  Late assignments will not be accepted, although early 

assignments will. 

 

Supplies Needed: 

 

Students will need:  1 oboe reed, 1 clarinet reed, 1 bassoon reed, and 1 saxophone reed.  Reeds 

are very costly.  Make sure you take good care of them!   
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Website & Internet newsgroups 

  

 General woodwind information: 

  Wind World http://www.windworld.com/ 

  Complete Music Directory     http://www.hk.super.net/~alamo/complete.html 

  Windplayer On-line http://www.windplayer.com/ 

  Woodwind/Brasswind                        http://www.woodwindbrasswind.com  

  Schirmer Publications        http://www.schirmer.com 

  Southern Music Publications             http://www.smcpublications.com 

  J.W. Pepper                                         http://www.jwpepper.com 

  Flute World                                         http://www.fluteworld.com   

  Penders Music                                 http://www.penders.com  

  Boosey & Hawkes http://www.boosey.com/ 
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 Instrument manufacturers and makers: 

  Buffet  buffet@worldnet.com 

  Leblanc http://www.gleblanc.com/gleblanc/ 

  Selmer  http://www.selmer.com/Welcome.html 

  Yamaha http://www.yamaha.com/ 

  Yanagisawa 

  Altus  http://www.altusflutes.com 

  Haynes http://www.wmshaynes.com 

  Powell  http://www.powellflutes.com   

  Muramatsu http://www/muramatsu-america.com 

  Branson Brothers 

  Fox/ Renard  http://foxproducts.com 

  Loree  http://www.loree-paris.com 

  

 Reeds and instrument products: 

  Musiciansfriend.com   

  Music123.com 

  Vandoren Products 

  Rovner Products, Inc. http://www.directweb.com/rovner/ 

  Frederic Weiner         http://www.weinermusic.com 

  Woodwind/Brasswind                   http://www.woodwindbrasswind.com 

  

 Bassoon/Oboe: 

  Bassoon Homepage           http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~tipler/bassoon.html 

  International Double Reed Society    http://idrs.colorado.edu/ 

  Oboe Literature                            

  http://www.smcpublications.com/studyguides/oboe/index.html         

  The Double Reed Shop            http;//www.reedshop.com/reed.htmbassoon.org 

  Reed Adjusting            http://www.canit.se/~chrisdav/reedadj.html 

  Bassoon Repair            http://www.bassoonrepair.com  

  

 

 Clarinet: 

  The Clarinet Homepage http://www.windplayer.com/wp/clarinet.html 

  FAQ Clarinet http://www.mika.com/clarinetFAQ/index.html#toc 

  Journals-Clarinet: On-line Clarinet Resource  http://www.iquest.net/~sgeidel/ 

  Luyben Music http://www.luybenmusic.com   

  

 Flute: 

  General Information             http://users.uniserve.com/~lwk/supply.htm 

  National Flute Association             http://www.nevada.edu/home/13/drrick/NFA/ 

  Flute Facts            http://www.flutefacts.homestead.com 

  The Flutist Quarterly   

  Flute Talk 

  Flute Explorer 
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 Saxophone: 

  North American Saxophone Alliance http://www.indstate.edu/nasa/ 

  International Saxophone Homepage   http://www.saxophone.org/ 

  Saxophone FAQ            http://www.rahul.net/rrk/saxfaq/ 

  The Saxophone Shop  http://www.saxshop.com 

  To The Fore  http://www.members@aol.com/tothefore/ 

  Dorn Publications  http://www.dornpub.org  

 

 Music Education:  

  Music Education National Conference   http://www.menc.org/ 

 Music Teachers National Association htttp://www.mtna.org 

 Mississippi Music Teachers Association http://www.msmusicteachers.org/ 

            Texas Music Educators Association http://www.tmea.org/ 

 K-12 resources for Music Educators  http://www.k-12music.org/ 

 Internet Resource for Music Educators

 http://www.cmeabaysection.org/resources/html 

 

      Current Periodicals: 

 The Flutist Quarterly 

 International Clarinet Association 

 The Clarinet 

 FAQ Clarinet 

 Saxophone Symposium 

 The Saxophone Journal 

 NASA update/North American Saxophone Alliance 

 To the worlds bassoonist 

 To the worlds oboist 

 International Double Reed Society 

 The Double Reed    ML950.D68 ML1.1718 

 NACWPI. Bulletin    ML27.U5N17 

            IAJE - International Association of Jazz Educators 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 


