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MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

 

DEPARTMENT of MUSIC 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Course Prefix and Number: MUA 2650  

 

Course Title: Applied Violin for Music Majors 

 

Credit Hours: One (1)-credit hour: ½ hour lesson; Two (2)-credit hours: 1 hour 

lesson 

 

Course Type: Studio 

 

Catalog Description: All music education and music majors must be enrolled in applied 

music for a minimum of six semesters of study, two credit hours 

lessons, and one of which must be the semester of their Senior 

Recital or Senior Project.  A degree recital or a project is required 

and must be successfully completed before graduation. 

      

College of Education Conceptual Framework:  

The faculty in the College of Education at Mississippi State 

University are committed to assuring the success of students and 

graduates by providing superior learning opportunities that are 

continually improved as society, schools, and technology change. 

The organizing theme for the conceptual framework for the 

College of Education at Mississippi State University is 

educational professionals - dedicated to continual improvement of 

all students’ educational experiences. The beliefs that guide 

program development are as follows:  

1. KNOWLEDGE - Educational professionals must have a deep 

understanding of the organizing concepts, processes, and attitudes 

that comprise their chosen disciplinary knowledge base, the 

pedagogical knowledge base, and the pedagogical content 

knowledge base. They must also know how to complement these 

knowledge bases with the appropriate use of technology.  

2. COLLABORATION - Educational professionals must continually seek opportunities to work 

together, learn from one another, forge partnerships, and assume positions of responsibility.  

3. REFLECTION - Educational professionals must be willing to assess their own strengths and 

weaknesses through reflection. They must also possess the skills, behaviors, and attitudes 

necessary to learn, change, and grow as life-long learners.  
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4. PRACTICE - Educational professionals must have a rich repertoire of research-based 

strategies for instruction, assessment, and the use of technologies. They must be able to focus 

that array of skills on promoting authentic learning by all students or clients, while exhibiting an 

appreciation and commitment to the value and role of diversity.  

 

Course Objectives: 

 

1. Improve violin technique 

2. Performance practice (knowledge of different styles in performance) 

3. Improve musicianship, sight reading skills, and memorization 

4. Expand violin repertoire and literature 

5. Learn skills required to be a successful violinist:  all basic techniques must be mastered 

 

Topics Covered: 

 

Lessons for violin majors and minors will vary according to the level of each student and a 

program will be selected at the beginning of each semester in a meeting with the instructor.  

There is a vast repertoire to choose from to improve: general technique, improvisation, fingering, 

vibrato, shifting, bowing technique, phrasing, and memorization.  The program will encompass 

solo and ensemble works from different musical periods and styles, scales, arpeggios, and 

technical exercises. 

 

Each lesson is graded according to the amount of development from the previous lesson and the 

amount of hours spent the week before.   

 

Required Text: 

 

None 

 

Methods of Instruction: 

• lecture 

• discussion 

• audition 

 

Repertoire Requirements for the Semester: 

 

1. Chamber music: 

All violin majors are encouraged to play chamber music with instrumentalists, 

vocalists, or instrumental ensembles.  All violin majors are encouraged to enroll 

in String Ensemble for as many semesters as possible to fulfill this requirement. 

 

2. Repertoire: 

Each student who takes violin lessons should practice the repertoire chosen by the 

professor according to his/her appropriate level.  Violin majors should perform 

all major and minor scales and arpeggios, and at least 3 different pieces from 3 

different periods of music: Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and 20th/21st Century. 
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There are three different levels for applied violin lessons:  MUA 1010, 2010, and 

3010.  Before graduation all violin majors should be enrolled in the 3000 level for 

at least two semesters.  Prior to enroll in MU 3010, a barrier exam is taken during 

the final jury as part of the Upper Division Proficiency Exam. (See the Student 

Handbook for more explanation). 

The following repertoire is the minimum requirement for each level.  Students are 

encouraged to pursue a higher level of repertoire, but only with the instructor’s 

approval.  Each semester has a program that is comprised of four areas:  Scales 

and Arpeggios, Repertoire, Independent Study, and Sight Reading. 

 

2000 Level: 

I.  Scales and Arpeggios: all Major scales 3 octaves, minor scales 2 octaves 

II.  Repertoire:  Mozart concerti, Bach concerti, Beethoven sonatas, etc 

III.  Independent Study:  a piece of an appropriate level 

IV.  Sight Reading:  excerpts from the literature  

 

3.  Recitals: 

Students are encouraged to give a solo or joint recital every year, but only half a 

recital is required for the Bachelor of Music Education and Bachelor of Arts.  For 

the B.A. degree a project (or lecture, or recital, or lecture/recital) can also replace 

the half recital requirement. 

 

According to the Student Handbook, 2005 version: 

“All students are required to prepare a Senior recital program as part of their 

applied study.  Additional recitals are recommended and may be presented as 

joint recitals with another student, or as a complete solo recital…  Please respect 

the following requests: 

1.  Please request a date for a recital as far in advance as possible in order to 

reserve a performance space through the Recital and Recruitment Committee.  

If a date is reserved prior to the beginning of the semester, the recital 

information will be included as part of the recital attendance requirements for 

all students.  If the date is not confirmed before the concert schedule has been 

released, students will be encouraged but not required to attend the recital. 

2. Program information for all student recitals must be submitted to the music 

education office no later than 14 days before the program, in order to 

guarantee that programs will be ready in time for the recital.  The Department 

of Music office will publish all recital programs for music education and 

music majors.” 

 

Recital Hearing: 

“A recital hearing for students preparing to give their required degree recital must be 

scheduled at least 2 weeks before the scheduled event, and not more than 4 weeks before 

the event.  The purpose of the hearing is to give students an additional opportunity to 

perform and to ensure that students are appropriately prepared for public performance.  

Students who are giving optional recitals (not their official degree recital) are not 

required to do a hearing.” 
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  (See the Student Handbook for more explanation.) 

 

Recital Attire:   
 

Musicians should dress accordingly to the event.  Formal recitals should be given with a 

tuxedo or a suit.  For a less formal recital, clothing must be safe, clean, modest, well-

fitted, size/gender appropriate and non-disruptive.  Athletic wear is unacceptable (athletic 

shorts, sweats, mesh gym shorts, warm-ups and jerseys).  Clothing displaying vulgar 

language, inappropriate pictures/graphics, alcohol/cigarette advertising, illegal 

substances, and other law-breaking activities are forbidden.  Sleeve lengths may not be 

shorter than cap sleeves.  Spaghetti straps, tank tops, or sleeveless or backless clothing is 

not encouraged.  Shorts/miniskirts that are shorter than the student’s fingertips when the 

arms are placed to the side are considered too short and should be left at home (mid-

thigh).  Torsos, shoulders, and backs should be covered at all times.  If your attire is 

inappropriate, you will be asked not to perform at the event in respect for the audience. 

 

Honor Code: 

 

For an entire description of the Mississippi State University Students’ Honor Code, visit the 

following website: http://www.honorcode.msstate.edu/ 

 

“As a Mississippi State University student I will conduct myself with honor and integrity at 

all times.  I will not lie, cheat, or steal, nor will I accept the actions of those who do.” 

 

Technology: 

 

 According to ISTE National Educational Technology Standards (NETS): 

Standard I:  Teachers demonstrate a sound understanding of technology operations and 

concepts. 

Standard II:  Teachers plan and design effective learning environments and experiences 

supported by technology. 

Standard III:  Teachers implement curriculum plans that include methods and strategies 

for applying technology to maximize student learning. 

Standard IV:  Teachers apply technology to facilitate a variety of effective assessment 

and evaluation strategies. 

Standard V:  Teachers use technology to enhance their productivity and professional 

practice.  

Standard VI:  Teachers understand the social, ethical, legal, and human issues 

surrounding the use of technology in PK-12 schools and apply those principles in 

Practice.” 

 

With these six standards in mind the instructor might use a digital recording device to record 

lessons in preparation for recitals, as well as CDs, YouTube movies with different performers 

and performances, videos, etc.  

 

Diversity: 
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This class is designed with an opportunity for the instructor to acquire and apply the knowledge, 

skills, and dispositions necessary to help all students learn.  To achieve the final goal, the 

instructor will offer a variety of extra materials as well as different approaches to the subject.   

 

Disability: 

 

Students with disabilities documented by the Office of Student Support Services (325-3335) will 

be accommodated. 

 

Field Component:   
 

There is no field component for this course. 

 

Evaluation of Student Progress: 

 

 A = 100.00-90.00 

 B = 89.00-80.00 

 C = 79.00-70.00 

 D = 69.00-60.00 

 F = 59.00-below 

 

According to the Bulletin of the Mississippi State University, page 195: 

“To be eligible for student teaching, the student must have completed a minimum of 18 semester 

credit hours in the major subject with a minimum of 2.5 Q.P.A. or higher at the time of 

application.  Final eligibility (2.5 Q.P.A.) is determined through screening at the end of the 

semester prior to student teaching.  The student must also have completed all professional 

education and methods courses with a minimum grade of “C” prior to the student teaching.” 

 

Grading: 

 

Violin students should have a binder with the following information in this order: violin syllabus, 

schedule (with the student’s practicing time written on it:, practicing log and blank pages for me 

to write on during lessons.  Failure to bring binder, or provide a practicing log, for each lesson 

will result in a grade of “D.”  All students will be evaluated on each lesson according to his/her 

progress.  

 

 75%--Semester evaluation: 

  60%--divided into three items: 

 

I. Weekly lesson (20%):  Attendance and practicing log (progress on each work) 

Practicing Log:  It is a description of your practicing time and they must be brought 

to each lesson.  A minimum of 2 hours per day is required for a violin major to have a 

grade “A” at the end of the semester.  The log should contain:  date, starting and 

ending times (length of the practicing), and repertoire covered during practice with 



MUA 2650 Applied Violin for Music Majors-Revised Spring 2014 6 

 

any questions about it.  Failure to reach the amount of hours asked above and/or 

provide the log will result in a grade below “C.” 

 

II. Wednesday @ 2 (20%):  In order to qualify for an A as a violin major, students are 

required to perform one solo violin work by memory during Recital Hour in each 

semester.  Entering 1st year students are exempted from this requirement during 1st 

semester.  Those who failed in performing their piece will receive a grade of “0” for 

this portion of his/her final grade.  If a student does not perform in Recital Hour due 

to lack of available time, the Violin Studio Recital will replace this performance 

requirement.   

 

III.  Studio Class (20%):  TBA in Music Building C.  All violin majors are required to 

attend studio class, as well as perform at least one work per semester in that class.  

Failure to perform the requested repertoire at the scheduled date will result in a grade 

of “0” and the student is then required to perform the work on the next meeting as 

well as another work in a future date. 

 

15%--Midterm Jury:  Each violin student will perform a mid-term jury called reading jury.  

Repertoire should be playable at a steady tempo as close as possible to the ultimate performance 

tempo with correct notes, dynamics, and technique as required.  Memorization is not mandatory 

for this jury and the following is excluded:  independent study, sight reading, and technique 

(scales/arpeggios, exercises).   

 

25%--Final Jury:  According to the Student Handbook: 

“All applied music students are required to perform a jury at the conclusion of a semester.  

Students are exempt from an applied jury only in the semester in which they play a recital.” 

 

“Each applied area jury shall consist of a minimum of three members.  All faculty members 

present will provide a written evaluation of the student performance and assign a grade.  The 

teacher of each applied student will share the evaluation with the applied student following the 

jury.  The applied jury form, with the evaluation and grade, becomes a part of the student’s 

permanent file. (For jury forms, go to the web page under forms).” 

 “The applied music jury will be comprised of four areas: 

1. Scales 

2. Sight reading 

3. Independent Study 

4. Solo repertoire (with scores and memorized works).” 

“Appropriate repertoire/skills will be determined by the applied teacher, as articulated in the 

applied study guidelines.  Please see your applied teacher for these expectations, or visit the 

departmental website.” 

 

As explained above, each student is required to perform a jury at the mid and end of each 

semester of the school year.  Failure to abide by this rule will result in an F (0) grade.  Students 

who show to lessons or juries under the influence will not be allowed to perform, participate in a 

lesson, and will be asked to leave the room, receiving a grade of F (0). 
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Attendance Policy: 

 

Students are expected to be on time for their lessons on a weekly basis.  Failure to attend a lesson 

without presenting a valid excuse will result in an F (zero) for that week.  In case of illness or 

family emergency, the student should notify the instructor as early as possible.  Failure to notify 

the instructor will also result in an F (zero) grade for the missed lesson.  Students may trade 

lessons with each other to avoid a missed lesson. 

 

Absences:   

 

Two excused or unexcused absences will lower your final grade by one letter.  Three or more 

absences, excused or unexcused, will result in lowering of the final grade by two letters. 

 

Make-up lessons: 

 

I will make an effort to make-up any lesson that I am forced to cancel.  If a student misses a 

lesson, make-up lessons are not going to be given.  I reserve the right to give extra lessons at my 

discretion according to my schedule and student’s need, especially those giving recitals, 

participating in competitions and/or auditions for graduate schools. 

 


