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MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

 

DEPARTMENT of MUSIC 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Course Prefix and Number: MU 2951 

 

Course Title: Philharmonia 

 

Credit hours: Two (2) credit hours 

 

Type of course: Studio 

 

Catalog Description:  (2 hour studio) Study, rehearsal and performance of orchestral    

repertory with a focus on literature for chamber and classical 

orchestras.  Can be repeated for credit. Prerequisite: audition or 

invitation. 

 

College of Education Conceptual Framework:  

 

The faculty in the College of Education at Mississippi State 

University are committed to assuring the success of students and 

graduates by providing superior learning opportunities that are 

continually improved as society, schools, and technology change. 

The organizing theme for the conceptual framework for the 

College of Education at Mississippi State University is educational 

professionals - dedicated to continual improvement of all students’ 

educational experiences. The beliefs that guide program 

development are as follows:  

1. KNOWLEDGE - Educational professionals must have a deep 

understanding of the organizing concepts, processes, and attitudes 

that comprise their chosen disciplinary knowledge base, the 

pedagogical knowledge base, and the pedagogical content 

knowledge base. They must also know how to complement these knowledge bases with the 

appropriate use of technology.  

2. COLLABORATION - Educational professionals must continually seek opportunities to work 

together, learn from one another, forge partnerships, and assume positions of responsibility.  

3. REFLECTION - Educational professionals must be willing to assess their own strengths and 

weaknesses through reflection. They must also possess the skills, behaviors, and attitudes 

necessary to learn, change, and grow as life-long learners.  

4. PRACTICE - Educational professionals must have a rich repertoire of research-based 

strategies for instruction, assessment, and the use of technologies. They must be able to focus 

that array of skills on promoting authentic learning by all students or clients, while exhibiting an 

appreciation and commitment to the value and role of diversity.  
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Course Objectives: 

  

1. The student will experience a representative sample of orchestral repertory for 

rehearsal and performance. CFPO 3 

  

 

2. The student will develop and demonstrate individual, section and ensemble 

performance skills. CFPO 1, 3, 4, 5, 9 

  

 

3. The student will have opportunities for individual leadership and solo 

performance. CFPO 3 

  

4. As a member of the ensemble, students will engage with the University and greater 

community to expose and support orchestral music. CFPO 6, 9 

 

Topics to Be Covered:  

 

1. Rhythmic and melodic accuracy, development of sight-reading skills. 

 

2. Aural skills including intonation (unison, chords), understanding basic harmonic and 

key relationships, ensemble timbre, balance and blend, correct and consistent 

articulations and dynamics. 

  

3. Professional skills will include appropriate rehearsal and performance mannerisms 

working within a section. For string musicians: marking and executing bowings, the role 

of the concertmaster as well as inside and outside players. For winds and percussion: the 

soloistic nature of orchestral music. 

  

Methods of Instruction: 

  

Instruction will occur within the framework of a weekly orchestral rehearsal (CFPO 6).Musical 

objectives will be modeled by the conductor, mentors, faculty and guests (CFPO 1), suggested 

recordings will be identified for pieces currently being rehearsed for performance. Individual and 

ensemble verbal feedback will be offered by the conductor, mentor, faculty or guest.  

 

Suggested Student Activities: 

  

1. Attendance at all rehearsals and performances. CFPO 1, 9 

  

2. Individual practice to include technical and musical development on music for 

performance CFPO 1, 7, 10, 12 
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3. Listening to recordings and investigating historical information about pieces and 

composers being rehearsed and performed. CFPO 7, 11, 12 

  

4. Arrival at rehearsals 10 minutes before downbeat CFPO 1 

   

5. Mark parts during practice and rehearsal. Always have a pencil at rehearsal CFPO 

 

 

MSU Honor Code:  
 

"As a Mississippi State University student I will conduct myself with honor and integrity 

at all times. I will not lie, cheat, or steal, nor will I accept the actions of those who do." 

 

The Mississippi State Honor Code can be found at http://www.honorcode.msstate.edu/. 

 

Technology: 

 

Technology is not addressed in this course 

 

Disability: 

 

Mississippi State University is committed to providing equal educational opportunities to all 

students and assisting students in making their college experiences successful and positive. 

MSU complies with the provisions set forth in Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 

1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, offering reasonable accommodations 

to qualified students with documented disabilities. If you have a documented disability that 

may require accommodations, you will need to contact Student Support Services (325-

3335) for the coordination of services. For more information, please see 

http://www.msstate.edu/dept/sss/disabilities/. 

 

If you have a documented learning disability and desire accommodation you should provide the 

appropriate notification and documentation no later than the second day of class. For more 

information see http://www.sss.msstate.edu/disabilities/  

 

Diversity: 

 

Diversity is not explicitly addressed in this course. 

 

Field Component: 

 

There is no field component in this course. 

 

Evaluations of Student Progress: 

  

Evaluations of student progress will include attendance, engagement and effort in rehearsal, 

individual practice and preparation of music for performance; engagement with the orchestral in 
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a leadership position through offering ideas or assisting in the management of the ensemble and 

the adherence to performance attire. 

 

Attendance: 

  

We have three types of members in Philharmonia: community members, college students 

that don't play in the SSO, and college students that receive SSO scholarships. The 

attendance expectations and guidelines for each are: 

 

a. Community members: Perfect attendance is expected. Inconsistent attendance (more 

than three absences in any one semester) will result in loss of membership.  

  

b. College students, non-scholarship: Perfect attendance is expected. One unexcused 

absence from rehearsal is allowed for the semester. Each additional unexcused rehearsal 

absence will result in the lowering of the final grade by one letter.  

 

c. SSO Scholarship recipients. Perfect attendance is expected. One unexcused absence 

from rehearsal is allowed for the semester. Each additional unexcused rehearsal absence 

will result in the lowering of the final grade by one letter and a reduction in scholarship 

amount by 10%. ANY absence from a Starkville Symphony rehearsal will result in the 

nullification of scholarship and removal from the ensemble (medical and emergency 

circumstances will be taken into consideration). 

 

While MSU has a policy defining excused absences (http://www.policies.msstate.edu/ 

policypdfs/1209.pdf), be reminded that Philharmonia is a performance ensemble - inconsistent 

attendance, even if the absences are excused, can result is loss of membership. Of course, 

significant medical or other occurrences will be taken into consideration. Absence from a 

performance will result in removal from the ensemble and a semester grade of F. 

 

Preparation and Performance:  

 

This evaluation method reflects individual performance of selected portions of repertory in 

section or full rehearsals. 

  

  21-30 points = Consistently correct rhythm, pitches, style and intonation 

  

  11-20 points = Minor errors in rhythm, pitches style and/or intonation 

  

  0-10 points = Consistent errors in rhythm, pitches, style and/or intonation 

  

Course Points and Grading Scale: 

  

 Attendance at rehearsal 

 15 @ 1 points each = 15 pts. 
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Conduct: 

  

Courtesy and respect for your ensemble colleagues is crucial to a cooperative learning 

environment. You are expected to arrive before the scheduled start of rehearsal or performance 

and be ready to begin at the stated time. Cell phones must be turned off and put away for the 

entire duration of rehearsals and performances (breaks excluded). Eating and drinking are not 

permitted for any reason in Symphonic Hall. 

 

 

 Performance evaluation (concerts)  

 50 points = 50 pts. 

  

 Preparation 

 up to 40 points = 40 pts. 

  

 Leadership and engagement 

 up to 20 points = 20 pts. 

  

A = 125.00 - 112.50 pts. - 100 - 90% 

B = 112.49 - 100 pts. - 89.99 - 80% 

C = 99.99 - 87.5 pts. - 79.99 - 70% 

D = 87.49 - 75 pts. - 69.99 - 60% 

F = less than 75 pts. - 59.99 - 0% 

  

At the conclusion of each semester, parents of high-school-aged students can receive a report of 

their child's activities and a semester grade. Parents wishing to include this information on a 

transcript for college admissions may do so. Instructional time in Philharmonia will yield 1/4 

Carnegie Units per semester. Thus, students participating for four years can earn 2 Fine Arts 

units through Philharmonia activities 

 

 

Concert Dress: 

  

For men - tuxedo, white shirt, black bow tie, black shoes and socks 

For women - black shoes with: a) black dress and the ankle; or b) black skirt at the ankle with a 

white or black blouse. 


