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MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

 

DEPARTMENT of MUSIC 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Course Prefix and Number:  MU 1141 01  

 

Course Title:   Voice Seminar: Vocal Literature 

 

Credit Hours:   One (1) credit 

 

Type of Course:   Lecture/workshop/forum 

 

Catalog Description:  One hour seminar. Acquiring the skills to pronounce and 

sing vocal text correctly in various languages by the use of 

the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). Music 

education majors only. 

 

 

College of Education Conceptual Framework:  

The faculty in the College of Education at Mississippi 

State University are committed to assuring the success of 

students and graduates by providing superior learning 

opportunities that are continually improved as society, 

schools, and technology change. The organizing theme for 

the conceptual framework for the College of Education at 

Mississippi State University is educational professionals - 

dedicated to continual improvement of all students’ 

educational experiences. The beliefs that guide program 

development are as follows:  

1. KNOWLEDGE - Educational professionals must have 

a deep understanding of the organizing concepts, 

processes, and attitudes that comprise their chosen 

disciplinary knowledge base, the pedagogical knowledge 

base, and the pedagogical content knowledge base. They must also know how to 

complement these knowledge bases with the appropriate use of technology.  

2. COLLABORATION - Educational professionals must continually seek opportunities 

to work together, learn from one another, forge partnerships, and assume positions of 

responsibility.  

3. REFLECTION - Educational professionals must be willing to assess their own 

strengths and weaknesses through reflection. They must also possess the skills, 

behaviors, and attitudes necessary to learn, change, and grow as life-long learners.  

4. PRACTICE - Educational professionals must have a rich repertoire of research-based 

strategies for instruction, assessment, and the use of technologies. They must be able to 
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focus that array of skills on promoting authentic learning by all students or clients, while 

exhibiting an appreciation and commitment to the value and role of diversity.  

 

Course Description:  

 

This course will acquaint students with art song literature of the Western European and 

British/American traditions. Primary composers of each culture and genre will be 

studied, and the concept of musical “style” will be examined. Vocal Literature will be a 

broad sweep with as many pertinent examples of art song literature investigated as 

possible. It is also a performance class, as class participants will be learning and 

performing songs from each country throughout the semester. 

 

Course Objectives: 

 

In accordance with the objectives of InTASC and CFPO, the following objectives are 

met in this class: 

 

1. Enhance the skills of solo performance as students learn repertoire from 

various historical time periods, associated styles and languages; (InTASC #4; 

CFPO #3, 4, 5)  

 

2. Enable students to learn to listen critically and assess musical/stylistic nuances in 

others and self while observing or engaging in collaboration with their pianist; 

(InTASC #1, #4, and #10; CFPO #3, 7, 8)  

 

3. Increase knowledge of music history, great composers and significant 

compositions, and prepare the students for their profession. (InTASC #4; CFPO #1, 

3)  

 

  

Topics to Be Covered: 

 

1. Style: Developing listening and observational skills – 3 hrs. 

 

2. German Lieder – 3 hrs.  

 

3. French melodies – 3 hrs.  

 

4. Italian songs/arias – 3 hrs. 

 

5. British/American art song- 3 hrs.  

 

Total – 15 hrs.  

If time permits: Spanish song (bonus!) 
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Texts: 

 

Kimball, C. (2005). Song: A guide to art song style and literature, 

rev. ed. Hal Leonard Publishers. ISBN-13: 978-1-4234-

1280-9 

 

Fifty-Six Songs You Like to Sing (song anthology) UPC : 073999273106 

Publisher #: 50327310 (recommended) 

 

Miller, R. (2004). Solutions for singers: Tools for performers and teachers. New 

York: Oxford University Press. ISBN 978-0-19-516005-5 (recommended) 

 

Monahan, B. (1978). The art of singing: A compendium of thoughts on singing 

published between 1777 and 1927. Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow Press. 

(Recommended) 

 

Stark, J. (2003 ). Bel canto: A history of vocal pedagogy. Toronto: University of 

Toronto Press. (Recommended) 

 

Methods of Instruction: 

 

Instruction will be conducted through (a) lecture and listening to live and recorded 

examples; through (b) workshop with interactive activities, including performances of 

class participants; and through (c) forum with class groups working with the professor 

to discuss and analyze stylistic differences in song literature. 

 

Suggested Student Activities: 

 

Attend outside recitals/concerts that feature art song literature of all types. Extra credit 

may be obtained through this option by writing a short review of the event and 

including any program that may be distributed. 

 

MSU Honor Code: 

 

"As a Mississippi State University student I will conduct myself with honor and 

integrity at all times. I will not lie, cheat, or steal, nor will I accept the actions of 

those who do." 

 

The Mississippi State Honor Code can be found at http://www.honorcode.msstate.edu/. 

 

Technology: 

 

You are expected to listen to your assigned solo pieces and other song literature outside 
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of class. The Naxos Music Library on our library’s database site is invaluable for 

finding many, many pieces. YouTube is also a helpful tool in observing performances 

and learning what and what not to do in different musical styles. 

 

Diversity: 

 

Diversity will be addressed in this course in gaining understanding and appreciation for 

stylistic differences between and among cultures in North America and the Western 

European art traditions. 

 

Disability: 

 

Mississippi State University is committed to providing equal educational opportunities 

to all students and assisting students in making their college experiences successful and 

positive. MSU complies with the provisions set forth in Section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, offering 

reasonable accommodations to qualified students with documented disabilities. If you 

have a documented disability that may require accommodations, you will need to 

contact Student Support Services (325-3335) for the coordination of services. For more 

information, please see http://www.msstate.edu/dept/sss/disabilitiesField component: 

 

Field Experience: 

 

There is no field component for this course. 

 

Evaluation of student progress: 

 

Assignments 

1. Notebook 
Beginning with the second class period, you will need to bring a binder with paper to 

class. Each class period, and throughout the weeks of class, you will build a resource 

notebook for vocal literature. It will contain “style sheets” you create on all the songs we 

have had performed in class and others to be listened to as assigned, handouts from 

class, translations of songs that you have done (and/or any your classmates have done 

and deem to share), your terms list with definitions, and any other pertinent information 

that you think would be helpful in your future as a singer and voice teacher. This work 

should represent your individual effort, and not collaboration with fellow students. 

 

This notebook should be one that you can turn to again and again in the years ahead 

when you are searching for repertoire for yourself or students. You may organize it any 

way you think is helpful. Possibilities would be: large categories (German, French, 

Italian, etc.), and sub -categories as in composers and voice types (soprano, mezzo-

soprano, tenor, etc.), favorite pieces followed by less-favorite, or easier pieces to sing, 

building toward more difficult. 

 

You are strongly advised to create this book on an ongoing basis. If you work on it 
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steadily each week, it should be a pleasant and relatively easy process. If you wait 

until the end of the semester to do it, it will feel monumental! Please take note. : ) 

 

2. Performing Songs 
Each student will be assigned four (4) songs: one in German, one in French, one in 

Italian or Spanish, and one in English. If you already have some repertoire selected 

with your applied voice teacher, I will be happy to consider those pieces as pieces for 

use in this course. It is possible that I will select other pieces for you, if I deem them 

better for the purposes of our class. You do not need to memorize these songs, but 

should be able to sing them with ease and to look up frequently from the score to 

communicate with your audience. You will also give a poetic translation (orally) to the 

class, read with expression in performance tradition, before you sing it. 

 

Assessments 

 

1. Prepared/performed songs: 40% or 10% for each song (word for word translations 

written into the music, performance of song with text read expressively, evidence of 

obvious preparation)  

 

2. Tests: There will be a “terms” test and two tests on composers/genres 

(German/French – divided into 2 half-tests, and Italian/Spanish-American/British) 

= 45% (15% per test).  

 

3. There is no final exam in this course. You will submit your notebook at 

the conclusion of the course.  

 

Grading 

 

Attendance/Class Participation/Other Homework as Assigned: 

Summary    5%  

Tests   45% 

Songs   40%  

Notebook  10%  

100% 
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