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MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

 

DEPARTMENT of CURRICULUM, INSTRUCTION, and SPECIAL EDUCATION 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

Course Prefix & Number:  EDX 8393  

 
Course Title: Seminar in Education for Individuals with 

Emotional/Behavioral Disorders  

 

Credit Hours:    3 semester hours  
 
Prerequisites:    EDX 3223  
 
Catalog Description:  Three hours.  A comprehensive study of the etiology, 

instructional technology, litigation, legislation, and current 

issues related to providing educational services to students with 

emotional/behavioral disturbances.  

College of Education Conceptual Framework:  
 

The faculty in the College of Education at Mississippi State University 

are committed to assuring the success of students and graduates by 

providing superior learning opportunities that are continually 

improved as society, schools, and technology change. The organizing 

theme for the conceptual framework for the College of Education at 

Mississippi State University is educational professionals - dedicated to 

continual improvement of all students’ educational experiences. The 

beliefs that guide program development are as follows:  

1. KNOWLEDGE - Educational professionals must have a deep 

understanding of the organizing concepts, processes, and attitudes that 

comprise their chosen disciplinary knowledge base, the pedagogical 

knowledge base, and the pedagogical content knowledge base. They 

must also know how to complement these knowledge bases with the 

appropriate use of technology.  

2. COLLABORATION - Educational professionals must continually seek opportunities to work 

together, learn from one another, forge partnerships, and assume positions of responsibility.  

3. REFLECTION - Educational professionals must be willing to assess their own strengths and 

weaknesses through reflection. They must also possess the skills, behaviors, and attitudes necessary 

to learn, change, and grow as life-long learners.  

4. PRACTICE - Educational professionals must have a rich repertoire of research-based strategies 

for instruction, assessment, and the use of technologies. They must be able to focus that array of 

skills on promoting authentic learning by all students or clients, while exhibiting an appreciation and 

commitment to the value and role of diversity. 

 

Course Objectives:  

1. The student will be knowledgeable about the various theoretical perspectives on the etiology 

of behavioral disorders. CFPO #1  
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2. The student will be knowledgeable about issues related to assessment, classification, and 

identification of children and youth with behavior disorders, including cultural and linguistic 

differences.   CFPO # 11 

3. The student will be knowledgeable about research on constitutional influences on behavior 

disorders.  CFPO # 7 

4. The student will be knowledgeable about research on environmental influences on behavior, 

including cultural differences. CFPO # 7 

5. The student will be knowledgeable about research on various intervention procedures for 

behavior disorders. CFPO #3, 5, 9  

6. The student will be knowledgeable about issues and strategies for providing educational 

services to behaviorally disordered youth at various levels in the service continuum. CFPO 

#2, 3 

7. The student will demonstrate an ability to locate, read, and synthesize research literature on 

behavior disorders.  CFPO # 7 

 

Topics To Be Covered:  

                                                                 Clock hours           

1. Basic Issues in the Study of Behavior Disorders in Children and Adolescents         10 

a. Problems in defining behavior disorders (Center, 1990; Kauffman, 2013)  

b. Issues in the classification and diagnosis of behavioral disorders   

c. Evolution of Special Education for Children and Adolescents with Behavioral Disorders  

                

                2. Conceptual Models in the Education of Children and Adolescents with Behavioral Disorders  10 

a.  Ecological theory  

b.  Medical Model 

c.  Behavioral Model 

d.  Cognitive Behavior Model  

e.  Psycho-Educational Model 

 

3. Assessment of Children and Adolescents with Behavioral Disorders              15                 

a. The Assessment Process  

b. Individual Intelligence  

c. Personality Assessment  

d. Environmental Analysis 

e. Parent Interviews 

f. Monitoring Behavior Change  

 

4. Emotional/Behavioral Disorders of Children and Youth                                     10   

a. Personality Problems  

b. Externalizing Disorders 

c. Internalizing Disorders 

d. Psychoses 

 

Required Text:   

None 
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Methods of Instruction:  

Each class will involve some lecture on text material. The remainder of the class will be on a seminar 

basis and will consist of student presentations and class discussion.  

Suggested Student Activities:  

1.Attend class and read all assigned material. CFPO #1  

2. Research, write, and present papers on current issues.  

3. Research and write a paper on a specified topic.  

4. Participate in class discussions.  

   5. Students are responsible for a final project based on their research throughout the semester.  

 

Academic Integrity/Honor Code: 

             Mississippi State University has an approved Honor Code that applies to all students.  The code   is 

as follows: 

            “As a Mississippi State University student I will conduct myself with honor and integrity at all times.  

I will not lie, cheat, or steal, nor will I accept the actions of those who do.” Upon accepting admission to 

Mississippi State University, a student immediately assumes a commitment to uphold the Honor Code, to 

accept responsibility for learning, and to follow the philosophy and rules of the Honor Code.  Students will 

be required to state their commitment on examinations, research papers, and other academic work.  

Ignorance of the rules does not exclude any member of the MSU community from the requirements or the 

processes of the Honor Code.  For additional information visit http://students.msstate.edu/honorcode   

Technology: 

Technology will be used in both the delivery of the course content and through course requirements 

completed by graduate students. 

 Diversity: 

Issues of diversity will be inherent in all discussions and activities completed as a part of this course.  

Young adolescents live and function in a diverse world; as such, graduate students must develop an 

understanding of diversity as it relates to young adolescents and their worlds. 

Disabilities: 

In accordance with section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act, 

Mississippi State University reasonably accommodates students who demonstrate, through appropriate 

documentation a qualified disability.  The department of Student Support Services is the designated u on 

campus where students with disabilities identify themselves when requesting academic accommodations.  

For additional information, contact SSS at 325-3335.  

Field Component: 

None 
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Evaluation of Student Progress:  

1. Students will be required to present a position paper (a problem is to be clearly stated;     literature is to 

be reviewed; student is to take and defend a specific position; current references should be included). 

APA format is to be followed and assignments are to be typed. (all objectives) 

2. Class discussion. (Evidence of scholarly reading as basis for discussion is required). (all objectives) 

3. Students will critique journal articles per week on a specified topic. (all objectives) 

4. Final project - Select a presentation topic based on research from your two papers. (all objectives) 
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