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MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

 

DEPARTMENT of CURRICULUM, INSTRUCTION, and SPECIAL EDUCATION 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Course Prefix and Number: EDX 8183  

 

Course Title: Seminar in Learning Disabilities 

 

Credit Hours:  Three (3) semester hours 

 

Course Type:  Lecture 

 

Catalog Description:  Prerequisite: EDX 3203 or equivalent. An advanced course 

dealing with the condition of learning disabilities. Current 

research dealing with causes, treatments, and prevention strategies 

will be studied.  

 

College of Education Conceptual Framework:  

 

The faculty in the College of Education at Mississippi State 

University are committed to assuring the success of students and 

graduates by providing superior learning opportunities that are 

continually improved as society, schools, and technology change. 

The organizing theme for the conceptual framework for the 

College of Education at Mississippi State University is 

educational professionals - dedicated to continual improvement of 

all students’ educational experiences. The beliefs that guide 

program development are as follows:  

1. KNOWLEDGE - Educational professionals must have a deep 

understanding of the organizing concepts, processes, and attitudes 

that comprise their chosen disciplinary knowledge base, the 

pedagogical knowledge base, and the pedagogical content 

knowledge base. They must also know how to complement these knowledge bases with the 

appropriate use of technology.  

2. COLLABORATION - Educational professionals must continually seek opportunities to work 

together, learn from one another, forge partnerships, and assume positions of responsibility.  

3. REFLECTION - Educational professionals must be willing to assess their own strengths and 

weaknesses through reflection. They must also possess the skills, behaviors, and attitudes 

necessary to learn, change, and grow as life-long learners.  

4. PRACTICE - Educational professionals must have a rich repertoire of research-based 

strategies for instruction, assessment, and the use of technologies. They must be able to 

focus that array of skills on promoting authentic learning by all students or clients, while 

exhibiting an appreciation and commitment to the value and role of diversity. 
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Course Conceptual Framework:  
 

World of Practice. Due to the emphasis on conducting data-based research on students with 

specific learning disabilities, this course promotes the enhancement of the professional educator 

through action research and reflection on data-based outcomes.  

 

Course Objectives:  

 

1. The student will develop an understanding into the current definitional issues and problems in 

the area of learning disabilities. (INTASC: 1, 2; CFPO: 4) 

  

2. The student will develop an understanding of the interaction of cultural, linguistic, and race 

variables as they impact the identification of students as learning disabled. (INTASC: 3, 9, 

10; CFPO: 3) 

 

3. The student will demonstrate an understanding of the current issues and perspectives of 

remediating specific learning disabilities. (INTASC: 7, 8; CFPO: 11) 

   

4. The student will demonstrate an understanding of current research related to the etiology of 

learning disabilities. (INTASC: 2, 4, 7, 8; CFPO: 7) 

 

5. The student will demonstrate an understanding of current issues and strategies used in the 

assessment and identification of specific learning disabilities.  (INTASC: 6; CFPO: 6) 

 

6. The student will demonstrate an understanding of current litigation and legislation in the field 

of learning disabilities.  (INTASC: 1, 10; CFPO: 11)                  

 

7. The student will demonstrate an understanding of various instructional technology used to 

remediate specific learning disabilities. (INTASC: 5; CFPO: 10) 

 

8.  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the strategies needed to provide 

consultation services to general education teachers of students with learning disabilities. 

(INTASC: 5, 8; CFPO 2) 

 

9. The student will demonstrate an understanding of the variables which impact on the external 

validity of educational research conducted with students with learning disabilities. (INTASC: 

5, 6; CFPO 7) 

 

Topics to Be Covered:  

 

1. History, Current Directions, Definitions and Characteristics (3 hours) 

2. Medical Aspects (3 hours) 

3. Attention-Deficit/ Hyperactivity Disorder (3 hours) 

4. Approaches to Assessment (3 hours) 

5. Services- Educational Settings (3 hours) 

6. Teaching Theories and Practices (3 hours) 
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7. Oral Communication: Speech and Language (3 hours) 

8. Reading Disabilities - Dyslexia: Reading Deficits and Learning Disabilities (3 hours)  

9. Written Communication: Handwriting, Spelling and Written Expression: Dysgraphia (3 hours) 

10. Mathematics-Dyscalculia- Deficits and Learning Disabilities (3 hours) 

11. Social and Emotional Behavior (3 hours) 

12. The Family and Learning Disabilities (3 hours) 

13. Early Identification and Intervention (3 hours) 

14. Adolescents and Adults with Learning Disabilities (3 hours) 

15. Instructional Technology for Students with LD (3 hours) 

  

Required Text: 

 

This course will focus on students becoming critical consumers of the most current research. 

Therefore, this is no required textbook for this course.  Required articles will be posted on the 

website’s mycourse class page and are indicated in the Bibliography section of this syllabus. 

 

Methods of Instruction: 

 

 Class meetings will follow a seminar format with required student participation. Independent 

research with SLD refereed supplemental journal articles is expected.  

 

Suggested Student Activities: 

 

1. Article Summaries (60 points)-Each class member will complete two article summaries. 

Detailed instructions and grading rubric are located on the class mycouses website. (Obj. 1, 2, 3, 

4) 

 

2. Article Presentation and Discussion (40 points)-Each class member will be responsible 

presenting their two articles to the class and conducting a corresponding class discussion. 

Detailed instructions and grading rubric are located on the class mycouses website. (Obj. 1, 2, 3, 

4) 

 

3. PD Module (150 points) - In a group, class members will develop and publish a professional 

development online module for general educators. Detailed instructions and grading rubric are 

located on the class mycouses website. (Obj. 7, 8, 9) 

 

 4. Professionalism (50 points) - you will be expected to conduct yourself in a professional 

manner.  This includes, but is not limited to, the following: (Obj. 3, 4, 5, 6) 

a. Attending all class sessions 

b. Listen respectfully when the professor or a classmate is talking to the class. Do not 

carry on private conversations orally or in writing (including text messaging). Text 

messaging during class will result in a lowering of your final grade by 1 point for 

each offense. 

c. Be an active participant in all class activities. 

d. Work for other classes should be done outside of our class time. 
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e. Assigned work for this class should be prepared prior to the beginning of class. All 

work should be turned in on time (on or before the due date). 

f. Notify instructor by e-mail when missing class (See attendance policy). 
g. Follow guidelines for assignments.  If unclear about the requirements, seek assistance 

from the professor or a classmate.  Remember that I am here to help you. 

h. You are beginning to develop the habits of mind that you will carry into your 

professional career. Your demeanor in class and in private conversation with the 

instructor is always carried out on a professional level.  Rudeness to classmates, 

teachers, students, or the instructor will not be tolerated. 

 

Readings will also be done on current literature no more than 5 years old, except by instructor 

permission. 

 

Academic Integrity: Honor Code  

 

Mississippi State University has an approved Honor Code that applies to all students. The  

code is as follows:  

 

“As a Mississippi State University student I will conduct myself with honor and integrity at 

all times. I will not lie, cheat, or steal, nor will I accept the actions of those who do.”  

 

Upon accepting admission to Mississippi State University, a student immediately assumes a 

commitment to uphold the Honor Code, to accept responsibility for learning, and to follow the 

philosophy and rules of the Honor Code. Students will be required to state their commitment on 

examinations, research papers, and other academic work. Ignorance of the rules does not exclude 

any member of the MSU community from the requirements or the processes of the Honor Code. 

For additional information visit: http://www.honorcode.msstate.edu/ 

 

 

Te4chnology/Use of Email: 

 

The professor will use email to contact individual students regarding appointments, feedback, 

and grades and the entire class regarding assignments and any changes to the class schedule. 

Please keep the professor informed of your current, preferred email address. Email is also the 

best way to contact the professor if you have questions, concerns, or would like to schedule an 

appointment to speak with me. Although the professor will attempt to answer all emails within 

24 hours, please be advised that conference travel and other university responsibilities may 

occasionally prevent answering email within 24 hours.  

 

Diversity:  

 

Issues of diversity will be inherent in all discussions and activities completed as a part of this 

course. Young adolescents live and function in a diverse world; as such, students must develop 

an understanding of diversity as it relates to young adolescents and their worlds.  
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Students with Disabilities: 

 

In accordance with section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with 

Disabilities Act, Mississippi State University reasonably accommodates students who 

demonstrate, through appropriate documentation, a qualified disability. The department of 

Student Support Services (SSS) is the designated unit on campus where students with disabilities 

identify themselves when requesting academic accommodations. For additional information, 

contact SSS at 325-3335.  

 

Field Component: 

 

This course has no field component. 

 

Evaluation of Student Progress: 

 

Assignment  Total Points Possible 

Article Summaries 60 

Article Presentations 40 

PD Module 150 

Professionalism 50 

Total Points 300 

 

Grading Scale: 

90-100% A 

80-89% B 

70-79% C 

60-69% D 

0-59% F 

 

Class Policies: 

 

Professor Policy on Attendance & Participation:   

 

If a student is absent, that student cannot make up any in-class assignments and he/she must 

submit any assignments due.  If a student will not be present on the designated due date, they can 

submit their assignment on that day via email without penalty. Attendance is required and critical 

to student success.  It is the student’s professional responsibility to attend classes, produce 

quality work, and adhere to the ethics of the profession.  Courses may contain content that cannot 

be made up if classes are missed.  Failure to attend all classes may result in lowered grade. 

 

Technology Policy: 

 

There are no cell phone allowed during class.  For each time the professor witnesses a student 

touch their cell phone during class time, the professor will deduct 1 point (per each occurrence) 

from the student’s final grade. (If there is an emergency that requires a student to have access to 

their cell phone, the student must notify the professor prior to class time) 
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Classroom Demeanor: 

 

Students will be held to the disposition statement signed as part of participation in this phase of 

the University’s Program. Disposition statements and guidelines can be found on the class 

mycourses website. 

 

Changes to Syllabus: 

 

The professor reserves the right to change the class structure, activities, assignments, or readings 

to render the course more responsive to the needs of the class. Changes will be announced in 

class. It is your responsibility to be aware of any policy changes and adjust plans accordingly. 

 

Professor Policy on Graded Assignments: 

 

Since the projects, papers, and/or assignments in this course are used to assess your 

understanding of the teaching/learning process, ALL assignments must be completed and turned 

in when DUE. The professor will remind students of coming deadlines. However, it is entirely 

the student’s responsibility to ensure timely completion and submission of course requirements 

and assignments. Assignments turned in later the beginning of class on the due date are subject 

to a penalty of a full letter grade for each day they are late. For instance, if you turn in an 

assignment one day late, the highest grade you can receive on that assignment is a "B". 

Exceptions due to illness or other extenuating circumstances will be made on an individual basis 

and will require you to notify me in writing prior to the assignment deadline. Technological 

difficulties on the due date will not be considered an extenuating circumstance, so please plan the 

completion of your assignments accordingly. 

 

The professor will not answer questions pertaining to assignments or projects within 24 hours of 

the due date, therefore it is the student’s responsibility to review assignments/projects 

beforehand to ensure they provide the professor with enough time to respond to 

questions/concerns. 

 

Please note that a grade on a project is neither a judgment of you as a person nor the amount of 

time you spent on these items, but rather the quality of your work.  All assignments should be 

typed before being submitted unless otherwise indicated. 
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