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MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

 

DEPARTMENT of CURRICULUM, INSTRUCTION, and SPECIAL EDUCATION 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

Course Prefix & Number:   EDX 8123 

 
Course Title:     Organization and Supervision 

 
Credit Hours:    3 semester hours   

 
Type of Course:   Lecture 

                               

Catalogue Description:  Analysis of legislation, litigation, and administrative 

rulings related to special education.  The course will 

emphasize the development of legally sound policies and 

procedures to ensure an appropriate education for students 

with disabilities. 

 

College of Education Conceptual Framework:  
 

The faculty in the College of Education at Mississippi State 

University are committed to assuring the success of students and 

graduates by providing superior learning opportunities that are 

continually improved as society, schools, and technology change. 

The organizing theme for the conceptual framework for the 

College of Education at Mississippi State University is 

educational professionals - dedicated to continual improvement of 

all students’ educational experiences. The beliefs that guide 

program development are as follows:  

1. KNOWLEDGE - Educational professionals must have a deep 

understanding of the organizing concepts, processes, and attitudes 

that comprise their chosen disciplinary knowledge base, the 

pedagogical knowledge base, and the pedagogical content 

knowledge base. They must also know how to complement these knowledge bases with the 

appropriate use of technology.  

2. COLLABORATION - Educational professionals must continually seek opportunities to work 

together, learn from one another, forge partnerships, and assume positions of responsibility.  

3. REFLECTION - Educational professionals must be willing to assess their own strengths and 

weaknesses through reflection. They must also possess the skills, behaviors, and attitudes 

necessary to learn, change, and grow as life-long learners.  

4. PRACTICE - Educational professionals must have a rich repertoire of research-based 

strategies for instruction, assessment, and the use of technologies. They must be able to focus 

that array of skills on promoting authentic learning by all students or clients, while exhibiting an 

appreciation and commitment to the value and role of diversity.  



EDX 8123 Organization and Supervision – Revised Spring 2014 2 

Course Objectives:   

 
At the completions of this course, students will be able to: 

 

1. Describe federal and state legal systems. CFPO # 8, 9; INTASC # 1 

 
2. Describe the major provisions of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, the Family Education and Privacy Act, the No 

Child left Behind Act of 2001, and other federal and state laws affecting the education of 

students with disabilities. CFPO #8;  INTASC # 12 

 

3. Identify and explain the major principles of the IDEA. CFPO # 1, 9; INTASC #8  

 

4. Identify and explain the major litigation leading to the passage of the IDEA. CFPO # 

1, 9; INTASC # 8 

 
5. Discuss and evaluate the major court rulings on the IDEA. CFPO #2;  INTASC #1, 2      

 

6. Critically discuss and evaluate legal trends in special education. CFPO # 9; INTASC 

#7, 10  
 

7. Identify and explain the major principles of the NCLB.  CFPO #6; INTASC #8    

 

8. Develop legally sound policies and procedures with respect to special education in 

accordance with the legislation and litigation. CFPO #4; INTASC #5, 7 

 

9. Locate sources of information regarding legislation and litigation in special 

education. CFPO # 9; INTASC #1 

 

10.  Analyze the results of litigation.  CFPO #6; INTASC #8  

 

11. Develop a scholarly presentation analyzing an aspect of special education law. CFPO 

# 7; INTASC #5, 7 
 

Topics to Be Covered:                         

                  INTASC       CFPO          Time 
                                                                                                                               

            1.  The American Legal System                                             1          8, 9             2 hrs                       

      

            2.   Legal Research       1  9     2 hrs 

  

            3.  History of the Law and Children with Disabilities  12  8     2 hrs 

 

            4.  The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act  12  8     2 hrs 

 

            5.  Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973   12  8     2 hrs 
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            6.  The Americans with Disabilities Act   12  8     2 hrs 

 

            7.  The Elementary and Secondary Education Act  12  8     2 hrs 

 

            8.  Free Appropriate Public Education    12  8     2 hrs 

 

            9.  Identification, Assessment, and Evaluation  8           1, 9     2 hrs 

 

          10. The Individualized Education Program   8           1, 9     2 hrs 

 

          11. Least Restrictive Environment    8           1, 9     2 hrs 

 

          12. Procedural Safeguards     1  9     2 hrs 

 

          13. Disciplining Students with Disabilities    8           1, 9     2 hrs 

 

Required Texts & Readings: 

 
Yell, M. L. (2012).  The Law and Special Education (3rd ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ:  

Merrill/Pearson Education.  

 

Methods of Instruction: 
 

Lecture, Class discussion, and Cooperative learning groups 

 

Academic Course Requirements: 
 

Successful Completion of Daily Quizzes (10 pts.)  At the beginning of each class period an 

examination covering the days assigned readings and the previous weeks lectures will be given.  

Tests will be in a true & false, multiple choice, short answer, and short essay format and will be 

taken individually or in cooperative learning groups.  If quizzes are missed, a makeup test for the 

missed week and following week will have to be taken individually. (all course objectives) 

 
Mid-Term Examination (100 points)  The midterm test will cover readings and lectures from 

the first half of the course.  Students will take this test individually. (Objectives 1-4) 

 
Final Examination (100 points)  A final test will be given during the last class meeting.  The 

test will involve short essays and applications covering key concepts taught in the course. 

(Objectives 5-9) 

 
Successful Completion of a Scholarly Presentation (100 pts.)  Students will be required to 

develop a presentation on some aspect of special education law.  Topics must be cleared with the 

instructor.  (Objectives 9-11) 
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Class Participation (50 points)  A case will be assigned for briefing and discussing during each 

class period.  The case will be discussed in class during the following week. (All course 

objectives) 

 

Suggested Student Activities:                             INTASC      CFPO            

 
1.  Each student will conduct in depth research on an approved   5, 7  7 

     topic of study. 

 

1. All research will include both library and internet searches.  5,7  7 

 

2. Each student will develop a presentation on a pre-determined topic. 5,7  7 

 

3. Students will take daily quizzes.      8  1,9 

 

4. Students will work in collaborative groups to discuss case law.  1  9 

 

Honor Code: 

 
Mississippi State University has an approved Honor Code that applies to all students.  The code 

is as follows: 

 

“As a Mississippi State University student I will conduct myself with honor and integrity at 

all times, I will not lie, cheat, or steal, nor will I accept the actions of those that do.” 

 
Upon accepting admission to Mississippi State University, a student immediately assumes a 

commitment to uphold the Honor Code, to accept responsibility for learning, and to follow the 

philosophy and rules of the Honor Code.  Students will be required to state their commitment on 

examinations, research papers and other academic work.  Ignorance of the rules does not exclude 

any member of the MSU community from the requirements or the process of the Honor Code.   

 

Technology: 

 
Technology will be meaningfully used to support course content including using electronic data 

bases and other online sources to conduct research and the development of multimedia 

presentations. 

 

Diversity: 

 
Issues of diversity will be inherent in all discussions and activities completed as a part of this 

course.  Children live and function in a diverse world; as such, students must develop an 

understanding of diversity as it relates to children and their worlds. 
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Students with Disabilities: 

 
In accordance with section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with 

Disabilities Act, Mississippi State University reasonably accommodates students who 

demonstrate, through appropriate documentation, a qualified disability.  The department of 

Student Support Services (SSS) is the designated unit on campus where students with disabilities 

identify themselves when requesting academic accommodations.  For additional information, 

contact SSS at 325-3335. 

 

Field Component: 

 
This course does not have a field experience. 

 

Evaluation and Grading: 
 

Grades will be based on the successful completion of all course requirements.   

 

      90-100%  A 

      80-89%    B 

      70-79%    C 

0-60%    D 
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