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MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

 

DEPARTMENT of CURRICULUM, INSTRUCTION, and SPECIAL 

EDUCATION 

COURSE SYLLABUS  

 

 
Course Prefix & Number: EDS 8713 

 
Course Title:    Curriculum Adjustments 

 

Credit Hours:     3 semester hours 

 

Type of Course:    Lecture 

 

Catalogue Description:    Adjusting the school curriculum to meet individual pupil 

differences. 

 

College of Education Conceptual Framework:  
 

The faculty in the College of Education at Mississippi 

State University are committed to assuring the success of 

students and graduates by providing superior learning 

opportunities that are continually improved as society, 

schools, and technology change. The organizing theme for 

the conceptual framework for the College of Education at 

Mississippi State University is educational professionals - 

dedicated to continual improvement of all students’ 

educational experiences. The beliefs that guide program 

development are as follows:  

1. KNOWLEDGE - Educational professionals must have a 

deep understanding of the organizing concepts, processes, 

and attitudes that comprise their chosen disciplinary 

knowledge base, the pedagogical knowledge base, and the pedagogical content 

knowledge base. They must also know how to complement these knowledge bases with 

the appropriate use of technology.  

2. COLLABORATION - Educational professionals must continually seek opportunities 

to work together, learn from one another, forge partnerships, and assume positions of 

responsibility.  

3. REFLECTION - Educational professionals must be willing to assess their own 

strengths and weaknesses through reflection. They must also possess the skills, behaviors, 

and attitudes necessary to learn, change, and grow as life-long learners.  

4. PRACTICE - Educational professionals must have a rich repertoire of research-based 

strategies for instruction, assessment, and the use of technologies. They must be able to 
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focus that array of skills on promoting authentic learning by all students or clients, while 

exhibiting an appreciation and commitment to the value and role of diversity.  

 

Course Objectives: 

 
The student will: 

1. Develop a philosophy of and processes for curriculum evaluation and 

adjustment as an ongoing process involving interaction of various resources. 

CFPO 6; NBPTS # 3 
 2. Develop an informed perspective of the roles of the various persons in 

curriculum adjustment--teachers, administrators, pupils, and lay persons. 

CFPO 7, 9; NBPTS # 5 
 3. Develop approaches to overcoming obstacles to curriculum development. 

CFPO 4, 5; NBPTS # 4 
 4. Describe and discuss such curriculum alternatives as the following and use 

them as appropriate in a curriculum design: 

                     CFPO 2, 4, 8, 10; 1; NBPTS # 1, 5 
  a. Large-group, small-group, individual interaction 

  b. Peer Learning Groups 

  c. Cooperative Learning 

  d. Writing as a Learning Process 

  e. Whole Language Instruction 

  f. Integrated Curriculum 

  g. Process Instruction 

  h. Discovery Learning 

  I. Language as Learning Process 

  j. Non-graded structure 

  k. Programmed learning 

  l. Creativity development 

  m. Outdoor education 

  n. Simulation 

  o. Community school 

  p. Flexible scheduling 

  q. Extended school year 

  r. Occupational education 

  s. Team teaching 

  t. Teacher assistants 

  u. Technology 

 

Topics to Be Covered: 

 
 1. What is the nature of curriculum?  

  a. Purposes 

   (1) Individual 

   (2) Societal 

   (3) Global 
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  b. Elements 

   (1) Subject matter 

    (a) Structures 

    (b) Concepts 

    (C) Interrelationships among disciplines 

   (2) Students 

    (a) Needs 

    (b) Interests 

   (3) Teachers 

   (4) Learning resources 

  c. Structure 

  

 2. What must be considered in curriculum adjustment?  

  a. Purposes 

   (1) Individual 

   (2) Societal 

   (3) Global 

  b. Elements 

   (1) Subject matter 

    (a) Structures 

    (b) Concepts 

    (C) Interrelationships among disciplines 

 

 3. What processes might be used to adjust curriculum?  

  a. Classroom Research as diagnostic and decision making process 

  b. Evaluation 

   (1) Purposes 

   (2) Types 

    (a) Program 

    (b) Provisions 

             (c) Procedures 

   (d) Collaboration 

 

 4. Specific curriculum adjustments (topics may vary, but are selected from the 

following)  

  a. Large-group, small-group, individual interaction 

  b. Peer Learning Groups 

  c. Cooperative Learning 

  d. Writing as a Learning Process 

  e. Whole Language Instruction 

  f. Integrated Curriculum 

  g. Process Instruction 

  h. Discovery Learning 

  i. Language as Learning Process 

  j. Non-graded structure 

  k. Programmed learning 
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  l. Creativity development 

  m. Outdoor education 

  n. Simulation 

  o. Community school 

  p. Flexible scheduling 

  q. Extended school year 

  r. Occupational education 

  s. Team teaching 

  t. Teacher assistants 

  u. Technology 

 

Required Text: 

 
Ornstein, A., Pajak, E., Ornstein, S. (2011). Contemporary Issues in Curriculum.  

Pearson. 

 

American Psychological Association (most recent). Publication manual of the American 

Psychological Association (latest ed.). Washington, DC 

 

Numerous readings from current literature on curriculum, including journals and other 

publications of organizations such as the Association for Supervision and Curriculum 

Development, the National Council of Teachers of English, the National Council of 

Teachers of Mathematics, the National Science Teachers Association, The National 

Council for the Social Studies,  and Phi Delta Kappa 

 

Methods of Instruction: 

 
 1. Modeling. Sharing will be a high priority in all instructional activities that 

occur in the course. Instruction will also model appropriate uses of technology 

to adjust curricula for individual needs. 

 

 2. Climate Building. Community building activities will establish a positive 

interactive climate. 

 

 3. Teacher as Learner. An important model in this course will be teacher as 

learner. In all classes the teacher learns with and from students as well as 

teaching the students.  Every person in the room should improve writing and 

understanding of writing-to-learn strategies, and other communication skills, 

during the semester. 

 

 4. Collaborative Learning. Frequently students and teacher will collaborate on 

idea generation and on concept understanding, on drafting and revising because 

interaction promotes ideas and thinking and builds confidence in students. 

Always the instructor will be a collaborator. 
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 5. Reflective Teaching. Reflection on the instructional processes for use in their 

own classes, particularly reflecting on possibilities for specific subjects. 

 

 6. Response to Learning. Because response is integral to effective teaching, the 

class will regularly provide opportunity for students to seek and give response 

on their idea, for revision of ideas, structure, and correctness. The teacher will 

give response also and will teach students to respond and to evaluate their own 

ideas. 

 

 7. Discussion. Much group discussion (both large-group and small-group) of 

concepts will be used to promote learning. 

 

Suggested Student Activities: 

 
 1. Read numerous articles specific to individual research areas. (all course 

objectives) 

 2. Conduct classroom research as a basis for curriculum revision. (all course 

objectives) 

 3. Share instructional ideas with the education community by submitting articles 

for publication. (all course objectives) 

 4.   Share research ideas in class by way of discussion. (all course objectives) 

 

Mississippi State University Honor Code: 

 

“As a Mississippi State University student I will conduct myself with honor and 

integrity at all times. I will not lie, cheat, or steal, nor will I accept the actions of those 

who do.” 

 

Technology:  

 
Technology will be used in both the delivery of the course content and through course 

requirements completed by students. Delivery of course content will use PowerPoint 

presentations, materials on the Internet and myCourses. All course assignments will be 

completed using appropriate software.  

 

Diversity: 

 
Student will examine materials for appropriateness to use with diverse learners. 

 

Disabilities: 

In accordance with section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with 

Disabilities Act, Mississippi State University reasonably accommodates students who 

demonstrate, through appropriate documentation, a qualified disability. The department 

of Student Support Services (SSS) is the designated unit on campus where students with 

disabilities identify themselves when requesting academic accommodations. For 
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additional information, contact SSS at 325-3335, or visit the SSS website or office for 

more information. 

  

Field Component: 

 
There is no field component in this course. 

 

Grading Scale:  

 
A = 90 – 100% 

B = 80 – 89% 

C = 70 – 79% 

D = 60 – 69% 

F  =      < 60% 
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