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MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

 

DEPARTMENT of CURRICULUM, INSTRUCTION, and SPECIAL 

EDUCATION 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Course Prefix and Number: EDE 8463 

 

Course Title:    Reading and Research in Children’s Literature 

 

Credit Hours:   Three (3) semester hours 

 

Type of Course:   Lecture 

 

Catalogue Description:  Research involving the characteristics of quality literature 

for children, investigation of illustrators, illustrations, 

authors, and the role of children's literature in schools. 

 

College of Education Conceptual Framework:  

 

The faculty in the College of Education at Mississippi 

State University are committed to assuring the success of 

students and graduates by providing superior learning 

opportunities that are continually improved as society, 

schools, and technology change. The organizing theme for 

the conceptual framework for the College of Education at 

Mississippi State University is educational professionals - 

dedicated to continual improvement of all students’ 

educational experiences. The beliefs that guide program 

development are as follows:  

1. KNOWLEDGE - Educational professionals must have 

a deep understanding of the organizing concepts, 

processes, and attitudes that comprise their chosen 

disciplinary knowledge base, the pedagogical knowledge base, and the pedagogical 

content knowledge base. They must also know how to complement these knowledge 

bases with the appropriate use of technology.  

2. COLLABORATION - Educational professionals must continually seek opportunities 

to work together, learn from one another, forge partnerships, and assume positions of 

responsibility.  

3. REFLECTION - Educational professionals must be willing to assess their own 

strengths and weaknesses through reflection. They must also possess the skills, behaviors, 

and attitudes necessary to learn, change, and grow as life-long learners.  

4. PRACTICE - Educational professionals must have a rich repertoire of research-based 

strategies for instruction, assessment, and the use of technologies. They must be able to 

focus that array of skills on promoting authentic learning by all students or clients, while 
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exhibiting an appreciation and commitment to the value and role of diversity.  

 

 

Course Objectives: 

 

1.   To help professionals evaluate children’s literature (CFPO 4) 

2.   To help professionals infuse the use and appreciation of multicultural children’s 

literature into the community and academic settings (CFPO 3) 

3.   To help professionals assist in the development of life-long reading habits in 

themselves, their colleagues, and their students (CFPO 3) 

4.   To help professionals assist other educators in the incorporation of children’s 

literature in the school curriculum across the content areas (CFPO 3, 9) 

 

Topics to be Covered: 

 

1. Introduction to Children’s Literature (3 hours) 

2. Literary Theories (3 hours) 

3. Understanding Children’s Responses to Literature (3 hours) 

4. Planning the Literature Program  (3 hours) 

5. Read Alouds, Guided Reading, Shared Reading, Independent Reading (3 hours) 

6. Integrating Literature Across the Curriculum (3 hours) 

7. Picture Books (3 hours) 

8. Traditional Literature (3 hours) 

9. Modern Fantasy (3 hours) 

10. Poetry (3 hours) 

11. Contemporary Realistic Fiction (3 hours) 

12. Historical Fiction (3 hours) 

13. Nonfiction (3 hours) 

14. Children’s Book Awards (3 hours) (3 hours) 

15. Multimedia Responses to Literature (3 hours) 

 

Required Texts: 

 

Kiefer, B. Z., Tyson, C. A., & Huck, C. S. (2010). Charlotte Huck's children's  

literature: A brief guide. Boston, MA: McGraw-Hill. 

 

Methods of Instruction: 

 

Methods of instruction will include large group discussions (utilizing multi-media 

approaches, invited speakers), small group assignments, and individual student 

assignments. Instruction and assignments will be both in class/Face-to-Face and through 

myCourses platform with MSU access. Active involvement by the student with 

myCourses will be required in order to access many course documents and access/submit 

assignment.  

 

Suggested Student Activity: 
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Annotated Bibliography: Select and summarize 10 books-5 children’s books and 5 

young adolescent books; 2 from each category will have a multicultural or subject to 

censor focus. (Course Objective 1) 

 

Authenticity Analysis: Select a book with a cultural or historical focus and engage in 

research about the topic to determine its authenticity and accuracy. Present book and 

findings to class. (Course Objective 1, 2, 3) 

 

Text Set: Select a book subject to censorship, read it, determine how you could use it in 

the classroom. Then, create a text set—a set of multimedia materials that support the 

teaching of the book. A minimum of six multimedia materials should be found; options 

include, but are not limited to: songs, movies, websites, speeches, video clips, cartoons, 

comic strips, graphic novels, historical documents, or photographs. Present a summary of 

the book and multimedia findings to the class via a multimodal literacy (e.g., glogster, 

prezi). (Course Objectives 1, 3) 

 

Picture Books: Using the CCSS and Frameworks, select a grade level (K-8) and two 

non-language arts content areas from that grade level. Review the standards and select 10 

picture books, 5 for each content area that could be used to teach the material. Justify the 

selection of books. Be sure to specifically address the learning that will occur from each 

book. (Course Objective 4) 

 

Literature Circles: Critically read a book for young adults (the class will select the text 

and read it together) and engage in literature circles. (Course Objective 2, 3) 

 

Journal of Thoughts/Reflective Paper: Journal entries should be kept while completing 

all assignments for this course. The number and length of entries to write will be 

determined individually. The purpose of this journal is to document, formally, your 

thoughts as you learn more about children’s literature. The journal entries will be turned 

in at the end of the class with a reflective paper. (Course Objective 1, 2, 3, 4) 

 

 

Honor Code: 

 

Mississippi State University has an approved Honor Code that applies to all students. The 

code is as follows:  

 

“As a Mississippi State University student I will conduct myself with honor and 

integrity at all times. I will not lie, cheat, or steal, nor will I accept the actions of 

those who do.” 

 

Upon accepting admission to Mississippi State University, a student immediately 

assumes a commitment to uphold the Honor Code, to accept responsibility for learning, 

and to follow the philosophy and rules of the Honor Code. Students will be required to 

state their commitment on examinations, research papers, and other academic work. 
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Ignorance of the rules does not exclude any member of the MSU community from the 

requirements or the process of the Honor Code.  

 

For additional information visit: http://www.honorcode.msstate.edu/   

 

Please note that Plagiarism is defined and clarified within the honor code as follows:  

1. Plagiarism: The appropriation of another person's ideas, processes, results, or 

words without giving appropriate credit.  

Clarification:  

a. Intentionally, knowingly, or carelessly presenting the work of another 

as one’s own (i.e., without proper credit).  

b. Failing to credit sources used in a work product in an attempt to pass 

off the work as one’s own.  

c. Attempting to receive credit for work performed by another, including 

papers obtained in whole or in part from individuals or other sources. 

d. The internet, data bases and other electronic resources must be cited if 

they are utilized in any way as resource material in an academic 

exercise.  

General information pertaining to plagiarism: 

1. Faculty members are responsible for identifying any specific style/format 

requirement for the course. Examples include, but are not limited to, American 

Psychological Association (APA) style and Modern Languages Association 

(MLA) style. 

2. Direct Quotation: Every direct quotation must be identified by quotation marks or 

appropriate indentation and must be properly acknowledged in the text by citation 

or in a footnote or endnote.  

3. Paraphrase: Prompt acknowledgement is required when material from another 

source is paraphrased or summarized, in whole or in part, in one's own words. To 

acknowledge a paraphrase properly, one might state: "To paraphrase Locke's 

comment,..." and then conclude with a footnote or endnote identifying the exact 

reference.  

4. Borrowed facts: Information gained in reading or research, which is not common 

knowledge, must be acknowledged.  

5. Common knowledge: Common knowledge includes generally known facts such 

as the names of leaders of prominent nations, basic scientific laws, etc. Materials, 

which add only to a general understanding of the subject, may be acknowledged 

in the bibliography and need not be footnoted or endnoted.  

6. Footnotes, endnotes, and in-text citations: One footnote, endnote, or in-text 

citation is usually enough to acknowledge indebtedness when a number of 

connected sentences are drawn from one source. When direct quotations are used, 

however, quotation marks must be inserted and acknowledgment made. Similarly, 

when a passage is paraphrased, acknowledgment is required.  

 

Technology: 
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Technology will be used in both the delivery of the course content and through course 

requirements completed by teacher candidates. Delivery of course content will use Power 

Point Presentations, Prezis, and Glogsters. All course assignments will be completed 

using appropriate software tools. The technology requirements of the course are as 

follows:  

Computer with High Speed Internet Access via DSL or equivalent broadband 

connectivity option (traditional dial-up Internet services do not provide adequate 

support to the technologies used within the course).  
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Diversity: 

 

Diversity, within the context of the elementary language arts classroom, will be addressed 

throughout the course. It will be discussed in terms of appropriate instructional and 

assessment strategies for lesson plans in phonics/word study, vocabulary, comprehension, 

and writing to meet the needs of diverse learners.  

 

Disability: 

 

In accordance with section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with 

Disabilities Act, Mississippi State University reasonably accommodates students who 

demonstrate, through appropriate documentation, a qualified disability. The Department 

of Student Support Services (SSS) is the designated unit on campus that assists students 

requesting academic accommodations based on a disability.   SSS seeks to provide 

educational access and opportunity through support, resources, advocacy, collaboration, 

and academic accommodations for students with disabilities who are accepted to the 

University.  For additional information contact SSS at 662-325-3335 or at 

http://www.sss.msstate.edu. 

 

Student Support Services "seeks to provide educational access and opportunity through 

support, resources, advocacy, collaboration, and academic accommodations for students 

with disabilities (as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Rehabilitation 

Act of 1973) who are accepted to the University."  

 

Field Component: 

 

There is no field component in this course.  

 

Evaluation of Student Progress: 

 

This course uses a 600-point scale. The points needed for each letter grade are detailed 

below.  

Earning an “A” will take extra effort on the part of the student and student groups. A “B” 

represents quality, acceptable work. Your grade will be determined by the points earned 

on your classwork assignments and class participation. For assignments submitted after 

5:00 p.m. on the due date, 10% per day will be deducted from the assignment grade for 

late work submission.  

 

Grading Scale:  

600-540 =A 

539-480= B 

479-420=C 

419-360=D 

359& below= F 

 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS/ACTIVITIES: 
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Annotated Bibliography 100 pts 

Authenticity Analysis 100 pts 

Text-Set Assignment 100 pts 

Picture Books 100 pts 

Literature Circles  100 pts 

Journal of Thoughts/Reflective Paper 100 pts 

 

Total Points 600 pts 
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