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Department of Curriculum, Instruction, and Special Education Course Syllabus 
 

EDE 3443 Creative Arts for Elementary and Middle Levels 
 

Credit Hours:  Three (3) credit hours 
 

Method of Instruction:  C = Lecture 
 

Catalogue Description:  An exploration of musical and artistic elements utilizing a variety of multi-
cultural music, dance, drama, and aesthetic visuals.  
 

College of Education Conceptual Framework 
 

 
The faculty in the College of Education at Mississippi State University are 
committed to assuring the success of students and graduates by 
providing learning opportunities that are continually improved as society, 
schools, and technology change. The organizing theme for the conceptual 
framework for the College of Education at Mississippi State University is 
educational professionals - dedicated to continual improvement of all 
students’ educational experiences. The beliefs that guide program 
development center on the tenets of knowledge, collaboration, 
reflection, and practice. For additional information, please visit 
https://www.educ.msstate.edu/about/framework/. 
 
 

Course Objectives 
Teacher candidates will:  

1. Examine the contributions of creativity and imagination to the diverse learning of the child in 
elementary/middle grade classrooms.  INTASC 1, 2, 3, 4; CFPO 2, 3, 8, 9; CAEP 4a; CRT 1.1 

2. Integrate and synthesize knowledge in diverse arts forms  INTASC 1, 2, 3; CFPO 2, 7, 8, 9; CAEP 
3f; CRT 1.1 

3. Explore and practice methods of integration of the arts in elementary classrooms   
INTASC 4, 5, 6; CFPO 1, 3, 6, 7, 9; CAEP 3c, 3f, 4a 

4. Integrate diverse cultures through literacy and arts integration  INTASC 1, 3, 6, 7;  CFPO 5, 8, 9, 
10; CAEP 2a, 2d; CRT 1.1 

5. Plan instruction utilizing national, state standards through arts integration  INTASC; 1, 2;  CFPO 
1, 2, 7, 9, 10; CAEP 3c; SPA 
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Detailed Course Outline/Topics Covered in the Course 
1. Discovering who we are and what we teach (6 hours) 

a. National and state standards for art education 
b. Nationals and state models of arts integration 

2. The Power of the Arts (6 hours) 
a. Arts in Education 

• Theoretical foundation 

• Research Implications 
3. Exploring Creativity (6 hours) 

a. Arts and Creativity in the Classroom 
b. The Creative Problem-Solving Process/Inquiry 

4. The Art Forms (21 hours) 
a. Elements, Principles, and Genres of Visual Art 

• Integrating art in the classroom; methods, materials, strategies 
b. Elements of Music 

• Integrating music in the classroom; sound, singing, instruments, listening 

• Musical symbols 
c. Elements of Drama 

• Integrating drama into listening and speaking skills/literacy 
d. Elements of Dance, Movement 

• Methods, strategies 
5. Integrating the Fine Arts Across the Elementary Curriculum (6 hours) 

a. Making connections between content areas 
b. Social Studies, Science, Mathematics, Language Arts and Literacy 
 

Text(s)/Course Materials  
Cornett, C. (2015). Creating Meaning Through Literature and the Arts, (5th ed.) (e text,) 

Pearson. 
Active iTunes account on personal computer (free download), with purchased song selections, required 
in the Music Playlist assignment in the course. 
Art Materials: suggested, may change based on specific semester course requirements 

• 1 box Crayola Crayons, 24 ct or above 

• 1 container Air-dry modeling clay (Crayola brand recommended – may share with peer) 

• 1 tray watercolor paints, with brush 

• 1 pair scissors 

• 1 bottle school glue, or glue stick 

• 1 pkg. assorted construction paper 

• 1 pkg. assorted colors tissue paper 

 
Description of Instruction 
Lecture. A variety of methods of instruction will be employed. Specific instructional methods will include 
interactive lecture, readings, videotapes, web sources/links/web quest investigations, independent 
research inquiry, small group discussion, artist roster presentations, and arts workshop. 
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Mississippi State University Honor Code 
“As a Mississippi State University student, I will conduct myself with honor and integrity at all times. I 
will not lie, cheat, or steal, nor will I accept the actions of those who do.” 
 
Upon accepting admission to Mississippi State University, a student immediately assumes a commitment 
to uphold the Honor Code, to accept responsibility for learning, and to follow the philosophy and rules of 
the Honor Code. Students will be required to state their commitment on examinations, research papers, 
and other academic work. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be dealt with according to 
MSU policy. Ignorance of the rules does not exclude any member of the MSU community from the 
requirements or the processes of the Honor Code. 
  
For additional information visit: http://students.msstate.edu/honorcode.   
 

Technology 
Computer/Technology Requirements and Required Downloads 
1. Technology will be used in EDE 3443 through TaskStream, Canvas, Microsoft productivity software 

(Word, Power Point, etc.) and various Arts Integration websites. Therefore, candidates must have 
ongoing access to a computer with high-speed internet. Candidates are expected to have necessary 
technology skills to efficiently and effectively use these technological resources. Written work is 
required to be submitted in Word document format as attachments.  It may be necessary to upload 
and submit documents as jpg or mp3 file attachments for some assignments.  Knowledge of this 
process is the responsibility of the student. 

2. Candidates must have an active TaskStream account. This course requires a subscription to 
Watermark, an electronic portfolio and storage system for teacher candidates that is used as a 
repository for course assignments, assessments, and field experiences. Data collected from the 
database is used for accreditation purposes and program improvements. Assignments required in 
Watermark must be submitted for successful completion of the course. If you do not have a 
subscription, please call the OCFBI office to obtain a key code.  

3. Candidates must have on-going access to a computer with High Speed Internet Access via DSL or 
equivalent broadband connectivity option (traditional dial-up Internet services do not provide 
adequate support to the technologies used within the course) 

4. Other important technology considerations:  

• Suggested Browser: Mozilla Fire Fox (Version 3 or higher); verify that your browser is supported 
by using the Check Browser feature in Canvas 

• Download the latest version of Adobe Acrobat Reader; this can be downloaded at 
http://get.adobe.com/reader/otherversions/ 

• Download Adobe Media 

• Download Adobe Flash 

• Download Shockwave Flash 

• Download or upgrade to the latest version of Java 

• Download Quicktime Player; this can be downloaded at 
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/download/ 

• All Pop-Ups must be turned OFF when using Canvas 

• To check your Browser, click on “Check Browser” in the top right corner of the course listings 
page after you log in to Canvas. You must have a GREEN check on each item listed BEFORE 
beginning your course.  

 

http://get.adobe.com/reader/otherversions/
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/download/
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Diversity 
Diversity, within the context of the elementary/middle level classroom, will be addressed throughout 
the course. It will be discussed as part of the Equity Principal and in terms of appropriate instructional 
and assessment strategies to meet the needs of diverse learners. Additionally, student will examine 
materials for appropriateness to use with diverse learners. 
 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
In accordance with section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
Mississippi State University reasonably accommodates students who demonstrate, through appropriate 
documentation, a qualified disability.  Students with disabilities in need of accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course are encouraged to bring this need to the attention of the instructor and 
should register with the Office of Student Support Services as soon as possible. The Office of Student & 
Disability Support Services is located in 01 Montgomery Hall, (662) 325-3335 (phone), and 
http://www.sss.msstate.edu (web address). 
 

Field Component 
This course does include a field experience. 
 

Evaluation Of Student Progress 
This course uses a 10-point grading scale. The points needed for each letter grade are detailed below. All 
students enrolled in this course should have a strong academic background. Grades will be determined 
based primarily on individual rubrics and criteria for each assignment.   All assignments must be 
completed and submitted for evaluation to earn credit for the course.  I cannot release your final grade 
for the course in Banner until the TaskStream submission requirement is met.  
 
Student Activities/Assessments                 Points                        

Chapter Response Activities (4 @ 10 points)  40 points 

Creativity/Arts Integration Plan Final Project 100 points 

Tests (3 @ 100 points) 300 points 

Final Exam  100 points 

Playlist of Music 100 points 

Dramatic Strategies Lesson Plan 50 points 

Dance and Cultural Lesson Plan 50 points 

Visual Arts Assignment 
Dispositions 

100 points 
50 points 

Weekly participation/Activity points 110 points 

 
Overview of Student Activities: 
Chapter Response Assignments (4 @ 10 points each/ 40 points total):  To be assigned as unit 
responses.  Chapter response activities will be assigned to extend the learning in each arts integrated 
area to extend course readings and knowledge of content, methods, strategies, and materials used in 
arts integrated instruction.  

• Assignment 1- Each student will conduct a web-based investigation of the Mississippi model of arts 
integration to extend understanding of the conceptual framework of arts integration by elementary 
classroom teachers.  (Course Objectives: 1,3) 

http://www.sss.msstate.edu/
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• Assignment 2- Each student will conduct a web-based investigation of the work of learning theories 
as they relate to arts integration in preparation for identifying an arts expert area of study for the 
semester final project. (Course Objectives:1 ) 

• Assignment 3- Each student will conduct a web-based investigation of the standards for teaching 
using the national and state standards in the arts in preparation for planning instruction integrating 
the arts.  (Course Objectives: 3,5) 

• Assignment 4- Each student will survey arts-based literature genres by examining bibliographies,  
locate a book for literature arts integration, and develop an instructional plan.  Book talks will be 
conducted in class as a part of this assignment. (Course Objectives: 2,5) 

Playlist of Music (100 points): Each student will create a playlist of music to be used in arts integration 
in an elementary classroom setting. Selections must demonstrate identification of 5 genres or styles of 
music, with summaries to support listening, singing, playing, composing integrated activities for 
classroom use.  (Course Objectives: 2, 4, 5) This assignment is also required to be submitted for 
evaluation in TaskStream.  Save your work. 
Dramatic Strategies Lesson Plan (50 points): Each student will create a dramatic strategies lesson plan 
for classroom use based on drama elements and processes learned in readings and assigned online 
investigation.   (Course Objectives: 2, 3, 4, 5) This assignment is also required to be submitted for 
evaluation in TaskStream.  Save your work. 
Dance and Culture Lesson Plan (50 points): Each student will view dance/movement sequences in 
multicultural settings and use movement/dance to create an instructional plan  using the elements of 
body, energy, space, and time.  (Course Objectives: 2, 3, 4, 5)  This assignment is also required to be 
submitted for evaluation in TaskStream.  Save your work. 
Visual Art Piece (100 points): Students will create a visual art piece using a visual arts process, technique 
and materials available for use in arts integration in an elementary classroom setting.  Art works created 
will be shared in a class art gallery.  (Course Objectives: 1, 2, 3, 5)  This assignment is also required to be 
submitted for evaluation in TaskStream.  Save your work. 
Creativity/Arts Integration Plan Final Project (100 points): A narrative paper will be written identifying 
and defining an expert arts area of study for the inquiry project using the creative problem solving 
process. The final project includes revised Arts Integration Plan paper to document learning and growth 
in knowledge and application of arts integrated instruction (Course Objectives: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5) 
Tests (3 @ 100 points each; 300 points): Multiple choice response tests 
Tested content comes from text readings, chapter response activity, and discussion content material.  
(Course Objectives: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5) 
Final Exam (100 points): Multiple choice response tests. Tested content comes from text readings, 
chapter response activity, and discussion content material.  (Course Objectives: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5) 
Dispositions (50 points): You will be graded using the dispositions instrument for your behavior in class. 
You can earn up to 50 points 
Weekly Activity/Participation (110 points): You will be graded for your participation in class. You may 
earn points for completing content related assignments and activities which may include but are not 
limited to Discussion Boards, Literacy Strategies, group assignments, Creativity/Arts Integration Plan 
paper, Taxonomy assignments, etc.  Some discussion boards require a DAR:  

• Describe – Describe the instruction you see. Discuss the instructional practice observed and the 
student responses to the instruction practice taking place. 

• Analyze – Make at least 3 connections between what you experienced and current research findings 
that you were taught in a specific elementary education course (i.e. Describe how what you are being 
taught in EDE 3443 connects with something specific you observed); Remember by definition a 
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“connection” connects two “things”; in this case, one of the “things” occurs in the field experience 
classroom and the other “thing” occurred on campus in an elementary education required course.  

• Reflect – How does your experience impact you professionally? What did you learn from this 
experience? 

 
Grading Scale 
EDE 3443 is a course in the professional education sequence of the MSU Elementary Education program. 
A grade of “C” or better must be attained or the course must be repeated.   
 
The Senior Block uses a scale of 1000 points. This course will use the following scale: 
A 900 – 1000 
B 800 – 899  
C  700 – 799  
D 600 – 699 
F 599 – Below  
 

Attendance Policy 
Class attendance is valued and rewarded and is a professional responsibility (see College of Education 
Dispositions Policy). One absence is excused throughout the semester. After two unexcused absences, 
each absence will count as a 10-point deduction from the final grade in the course. Promptness is also a 
professional expectation. Missing more than 30 min of class at any time will be counted as an absence 
(arriving late, leaving early). Any deviation from this policy must be approved by the course instructor on 
an individual basis. 
  
If a teacher candidate is tardy to class or leaves early, a 5-point deduction for each tardy or early 
dismissal, from the candidate’s overall point total, will result. If you are late or must leave early, you 
must present the instructor with a note upon arrival or be counted absent. Please do not attempt to 
discuss the matter at this time. You may schedule an appointment during office hours. 

 
Title IX Policy 
MSU is committed to complying with Title IX, a federal policy that prohibits discrimination, including 
violence and harassment, based on sex. This means that MSU’s educational programs and activities 
must be free from discrimination based on sexual orientation, sexual harassment, and other forms of 
sexual misconduct. If you or someone you know has experienced discrimination, sexual violence and/or 
harassment by any member of the University community, you are encouraged to report the conduct to 
MSU's Director of Title IX IEEO Programs at 325-8124 or by e-mail to titleix@msstate.edu. Additional 
resources are available at http://www.msstate.edu/web/security/title9-12.pdf, and at 
http://students.msstate.edu/sexualmisconduct/. 
 

University Safety Statement 
Mississippi State University values the safety of all campus community members. Students are 
encouraged to register for Maroon Alert texts and to download the Everbridge App. Visit the Personal 
Information section in Banner on your mystate portal to register. To report suspicious activity or to 
request a courtesy escort via Safe Walk, call University Police at 662-325-2121, or in case of emergency, 
call 911. For more information regarding safety and to view available training resources, including 
helpful videos, visit ready.msstate.edu. 
 

http://www.msstate.edu/web/security/title9-12.pdf
http://students.msstate.edu/sexualmisconduct/
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Mississippi Educator Code of Ethics  
This code shall apply to all persons licensed according to the rules established by the Mississippi State 
Board of Education and protects the health, safety and general welfare of students and educators. 
Ethical conduct is any conduct which promotes the health, safety, welfare, discipline and morals of 
students and colleagues. Unethical conduct is any conduct that impairs the license holder’s ability to 
function in his/her employment position or a pattern of behavior that is detrimental to the health, 
safety, welfare, discipline, or morals of students and colleagues. Any educator or administrator license 
may be revoked or suspended for engaging in unethical conduct relating to an educator/student 
relationship (Standard 4). Additional information on the Mississippi Educator Code of Ethics 10 
standards is available at https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/documents/code-of-
ethics_final.pdf. 
 

Mississippi College and Career-Ready Standards  
Content standards outline the skills and knowledge expected of students from grade to grade and 
subject to subject. In addition to the Mississippi College and Career-Readiness Standards, the Mississippi 
Department of Education has developed a wide variety of training materials for educators and 
administrators across the state. 
 
Teacher candidates will develop a deep understanding of the critical concepts, principles, and practices 
of their field through the completion of course assignments and activities and will be able to use 
practices to advance the learning of all students toward college and career readiness standards. 
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