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Department of Curriculum, Instruction, and Special Education Course Syllabus 
 

EDE 3233 Teaching Children’s Literature at the Elementary and Middle Levels 
 

Credit Hours: Three (3) credit hours 
 

Method of Instruction: C = Lecture 
 

Catalog Description: Teaching children's literature at the elementary and middle levels. Introduction, 
selection, presentation and utilization of a variety of children's literature. 
 

Description of Instruction: Lecture. This course is delivered using a variety of instructional approaches 
including interactive lecture, class discussion, small group inquiry, cooperative learning, peer teaching, 
guest lectures, and community-engaged learning. 
 

College of Education Conceptual Framework  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Objectives 
1.  The student will explore and discuss the history of children’s literature, including prominent 

authors, illustrators, and book awards. (INTASC 7, CAEP 2, CFPO 1, 3, and 6) 
2.  The student will appraise a variety of books across the genres using established evaluation criteria. 

(INTASC 1, CAEP 2 and 3, CFPO 1, 2, and 3) 
3.  The student will select and read books that meet the needs and interests of children from 

preschool to middle school levels and match them to appropriate curriculum and recreational 
needs. (INTASC 1, CAEP 2, CFPO 2, CRT 6, CCRS) 

4.  The student will research and describe recent trends in children’s literature. (INTASC 7, CAEP 2, 
CFPO 1 and 3) 

5.  The student will identify the importance of representing diverse groups and individuals within 
children’s literature. (INTASC 3, CAEP 1 and 3, CFPO 2, 3, and 6, CRT 1, and 5) 

The faculty in the College of Education at Mississippi State University 
are committed to assuring the success of students and graduates by 
providing learning opportunities that are continually improved as 
society, schools, and technology change. The organizing theme for the 
conceptual framework for the College of Education at Mississippi State 
University is educational professionals - dedicated to continual 
improvement of all students’ educational experiences. The beliefs that 
guide program development center on the tenets of knowledge, 
collaboration, reflection, and practice. For additional information, 
please visit https://www.educ.msstate.edu/about/framework/. 
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6.  The student will curate a special collection of children’s books designed to foster interest and 
motivation to read. (INTASC 7, CAEP 2 and 3, CFPO 1 and 4, CRT 8)  

7.  The student will employ read aloud practices to introduce a child to a new, unfamiliar piece of 
children’s literature. (INTASC 5, CAEP 1, 2, and 3, CFPO 1, 6, and 8) 

 

Detailed Course Outline/Topics Covered in the Course 
Instruction and Assessment of the Content Standards related to introduction, selection, presentation 
and utilization of children’s literature, and technology appropriate for each of the following: 
1. Children’s and Adolescent Literature: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow 

a. The value of literature 
b. The genres of literature 
c. Selection of literature 
d. Book awards 

2. Picture Books 
a. Defining picture books 
b. The art of picture books 
c. Evaluating picture books 
d. Making connections between life and literature 
e. Using picture books in the classroom 

3. Poetry and Verse 
a. Criteria for evaluating poetry 
b. Children’s poetry preferences 
c. Forms of poetry 
d. Using poetry in the classroom 

4. Folklore 
a. Defining folklore 
b. Folklore in children’s lives 
c. Types of folklore 
d. Using folklore in the classroom 

5. Fantasy and Science Fiction 
a. Defining fantasy and science fiction 
b. The role of fantasy and science fiction in children’s lives 
c. Themes in science fiction 
d. Using fantasy and science fiction in the classroom 

6. Contemporary Realistic Fiction 
a. Defining realistic fiction 
b. The role of realistic fiction in children’s lives 
c. Criteria for selecting realistic fiction 
d. Types of contemporary realistic fiction 
e. Themes in realistic fiction 
f. Using realistic fiction in the classroom 

7. Historical Fiction 
a. Defining historical fiction 
b. Historical fiction in children’s lives 
c. Criteria for selecting historical fiction 
d. Using historical fiction in the classroom 

8. Biography  
a. Defining biography 
b. Biography in children’s lives 
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c. Criteria for selection biography 
d. Using biography in the classroom 

9. Nonfiction  
a. Nonfiction in children’s lives 
b. Criteria for selection nonfiction 
c. Nonfiction across the curriculum 
d. Using nonfiction in the classroom 

10. Building a Culturally Diverse Literature Collection 
a. Culturally diverse literature in children’s lives 
b. Criteria for selecting culturally diverse literature 
c. Literature from parallel cultures 
d. International literature 
e. Using culturally diverse literature in the classroom 

 

Text(s)/Course Materials 
Textbook: 
Short, K., Lynch-Brown, C., & Tomlinson, M. (2013). Essentials of children’s literature (8th Ed.). 
Tradebooks: 
Riley, James (2015). Story Thieves. New York, NY: Simon & Schuster.    
Downing Hahn, M. (2010). Closed for the Season. New York, NY: Houghton Mifflin.  
Woodson, J. (2014). Brown Girl Dreaming. New York, NY: Delacorte Press. 
 

Description of Instruction 
Lecture. This course is delivered using a variety of instructional approaches including interactive lecture, 
class discussion, small group inquiry, cooperative learning, peer teaching, guest lectures, and 
community-engaged learning. 
 

Mississippi State University Honor Code 
“As a Mississippi State University student, I will conduct myself with honor and integrity at all times. I 
will not lie, cheat, or steal, nor will I accept the actions of those who do.” 
 
Upon accepting admission to Mississippi State University, a student immediately assumes a commitment 
to uphold the Honor Code, to accept responsibility for learning, and to follow the philosophy and rules of 
the Honor Code. Students will be required to state their commitment on examinations, research papers, 
and other academic work. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be dealt with according to 
MSU policy. Ignorance of the rules does not exclude any member of the MSU community from the 
requirements or the processes of the Honor Code.  
 
For additional information visit: http://students.msstate.edu/honorcode.   
 

Technology 
You will need access to MSU Canvas website, an active msstate.edu email account, and a reliable 
internet connection capable of accessing video, audio, and materials for download. 
 

Diversity 
Enrollment in this course carries the understanding that all students, faculty and course visitors are 
considered part of an inclusive learning environment where individual beliefs, backgrounds and 
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experiences are respected, and recognized from a strengths-based perspective. Educational research 
has shown that heterogeneous groupings often lead to stronger learning outcomes for all involved and 
to that end, all students in this course are encouraged to engage with one another in productive 
scholarship.  In this course, student diversity is addressed through a mixture of course readings, class 
discussions, and community-engaged learning. 
 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities  
In accordance with section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
Mississippi State University reasonably accommodates students who demonstrate, through appropriate 
documentation, a qualified disability. Students with disabilities in need of accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course are encouraged to bring this need to the attention of the instructor and 
should register with the Office of Student Support Services as soon as possible. The Office of Student & 
Disability Support Services is located in 01 Montgomery Hall, (662) 325-3335 (phone), and 
http://www.sss.msstate.edu (web address).  
 

Field Component 
This course does not include a field experience. 
 

Evaluation of Student Progress 
Course Activities 
Youth Novel #1, Closed for the Season (70 points) 
Using this novel, students will learn how to ask themselves high-quality questions and participate with 
peers in a literature circle.  Students will then work in small groups to operationalize the story element 
of Setting using concrete materials that can be translated for use with children. Finally, students will 
practice employing multiple reading strategies while constructing a clue notebook. This assignment 
targets Course Objectives 2 & 3. 
Youth Novel #2: Story Thieves (70 points) 
Using this novel, students will explore a variety of ways that literature circles can be structured.  
Students will then work in small groups to operationalize the story element of Plot using concrete 
materials that can be translated for use with children. Finally, students will use online technologies to 
gain deeper understanding of the story element of Character though creation of digital posters. This 
assignment targets Course Objectives 2 & 3. 
Youth Novel #3: Brown Girl Dreaming (70 points) 
Using this novel, students will continue to explore a variety of ways that literature circles can be adapted 
for different age groups and diverse student populations.  Students will then work in small groups to 
express the story element of Plot through art. Finally, students will use research skills to uncover 
historical information connected to the novel as a means of deepening reading comprehension and 
discuss how such practices can be used with middle school students. This assignment targets Course 
Objectives 2, 3, & 5. 
Picture Book Talks (70 points) 
Students will use given criteria and evaluation skills to identify high-quality picture books to be brought 
to class and shared in a small group setting throughout the semester. Aspects covered will include 
award winners, poetry, biography, historical fiction, realistic fiction, fantasy, and diverse books for 
children. This assignment targets Course Objectives 1, 2, & 5. 
History & Recent Trends in Children’s Literature (20 points) 
For this written assignment, students will use scholarly articles written for practitioners in the field 
regarding the history and recent trends in children’s literature to first summarize and then pose new 
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questions for themselves. This assignment targets Course Objectives 1 & 4. 
Wide Reading & Evaluating Children’s Literature (50 points) 
Students will read widely, familiarizing themselves with a minimum of 50 children’s books across a range 
of genres, created by a variety of well-known and newer authors and illustrators. An online library tool 
will be used to evaluate and catalog these books, creating a searchable personal database of children’s 
literature that will remain accessible to the student for their own future use. This assignment targets 
Course Objective 2. 
Community Engagement: Curated Book Collection (70 points) 
Following an initial field visit by the entire EDE 3233 class to that semester’s Community Partner, 
students enrolled in this course will research, evaluate, and ultimately select a collection of new, quality 
children’s literature that meet the needs of the children served by that community partner. Each 
student will write a letter to the specific child for which they curated a collection, explaining the 
significance of each book selection and why it was chosen for them. The entire EDE 3233 class will then 
return to the Community Partner and present the book collections to the children to take home. This 
assignment targets Course Objectives 2, 3, & 6. 
Community Engagement:  Read Aloud (30 points) 
At the time of the book presentations, each EDE 3233 student will apply principles and techniques 
learned in this course to conduct an engaging and developmentally appropriate Read Aloud of one book 
from their curated collection for the individual child. This assignment targets Course Objectives 5, 6, & 7. 
Community Engagement: Personal Reflection (30 points) 
Following the delivery of the curated book collection and conducting the Read Aloud, students enrolled 
in this course will reflect in writing on the experience, addressing both its impact on the child and 
themselves, particularly in regard to the role each of us plays in fostering literacy within ourselves, 
others and our communities. This assignment targets Course Objectives 4 & 5. 
Professionalism: Personal Engagement, Participation & Attendance (20 points) 
Students earn these points by meeting the requirements listed under the Attendance and Assignment 
Expectations section of this syllabus. This component requires students to take ownership of their own 
efforts to master Course Objectives 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, & 7. 
Grading Scale 
Final course grades are earned based on the following 7-point scale, which is used in all courses taught 
by the Elementary Education program. However, no course grade above B can be earned if an entire 
assignment is missing.  
A = 558-600 points  
B = 516-557 points  
C= 474-515 points  
D = 432-473 points  
F = 431 points or less 
 

Attendance Policy 
Students are expected to attend all scheduled sessions of class and be on time, remain in attendance 
throughout the entire class session, and participate actively in all class activities as assigned, thus 
fulfilling the class participation requirement for this course. Be prepared to start class on time. Students 
who arrive more than 5 minutes late or leave before the end of class without prior permission will be 
counted as absent. If you have more than 2 absences, you will not earn the Participation points indicated 
in the Course Assignment section below. 
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Title IX Policy 
MSU is committed to complying with Title IX, a federal law that prohibits discrimination, including 
violence and harassment, based on sex. This means that MSU’s educational programs and activities 
must be free from sex discrimination, sexual harassment, and other forms of sexual misconduct. If you 
or someone you know has experienced sex discrimination, sexual violence and/or harassment by any 
member of the University community, you are encouraged to report the conduct to MSU’s Director of 
Title IX/EEO Programs at 325-8124 or by e-mail to titleix@msstate.edu. Additional resources are 
available at http://www.msstate.edu/web/security, or at 
http://students.msstate.edu/sexualmisconduct/. 
 

University Safety Statement 
Mississippi State University values the safety of all campus community members. Students are 
encouraged to register for Maroon Alert texts and to download the Everbridge App. Visit the Personal 
Information section in Banner on your mystate portal to register. To report suspicious activity or to 
request a courtesy escort via Safe Walk, call University Police at (662) 325-2121 or, in case of 
emergency, call 911. For more information regarding safety and to view available training resources, 
including helpful videos, visit ready.msstate.edu. 
 

Mississippi State Honor Code 
Mississippi State has an approved Honor Code that applies to all students. The code is as follows: “As a 
Mississippi State University student, I will conduct myself with honor and integrity at all times. I will not 
lie, cheat, or steal, nor will I accept the actions of those who do.” Upon accepting admission to 
Mississippi State University, a student immediately assumes a commitment to uphold the Honor Code, 
to accept responsibility for learning, and to follow the philosophy and rules of the Honor Code. Student 
will be required to state their commitment on examinations, research papers, and other academic work. 
Ignorance of the rules does not exclude any member of the MSU community from the requirements or 
the processes of the Honor Code. For additional information, please visit: 
http://honorcode.msstate.edu/policy. 
 

Mississippi College and Career-Ready Standards  
Content standards outline the skills and knowledge expected of students from grade to grade and 
subject to subject. In addition to the Mississippi College and Career-Readiness Standards, the Mississippi 
Department of Education has developed a wide variety of training materials for educators and 
administrators across the state. 
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