Syl | abus

MJ 2322 - History and Literature of Miusic 11
M ssi ssippi State University

Instructor: Dr. Elaine Peterson

(OfFfice) 662-325-2863

(Cell) 662-722-2776

epet erson@ol | ed. nsst at e. edu

Cat al ogue Descri ption:

Two hours lecture. An intensive study of the nusic and conposers of the
Bar oque andCl assical periods, from Mntiverdi through Mbzart. Enphasis is
pl aced on |istening andscore-study. (Primarily for nusic majors).
Prerequisite: MJL162

Required Texts:

Bur khol der- Grout -Pal isca: A History of Western Miusic, 7th ed. (focusing
onchapters 13 through 22)

Nort on Ant hol ogy of Western Miusic, 5th ed. (2 vol unes)

Norton Ant hol ogy of Western Misic Conpact Discs (2 volunmes - 6 discs
eachvol une)

Bur khol der: Study and Listening Guide for Grout-Palisca, A Hstory of
West er nMusi ¢, 6th ed.

MyCour ses:

You need to beconme familiar with the workings of MyCourses as soon as
possi bl e. Many of your classes will nake use of it. The University offers
JunpStart courses if you are unconfortable with the format.

Grades will be posted on MyCourses

The syl |l abus, schedule, |inks and handouts will be posted on MyCourses

Il will not be enabling e-mail via MyCourses. Please sent e-mails to ne at
epet erson@ol | ed. nsst at e. edu

http://mycourses. nsst at e. edu
oj ect i ves:

Descri be the characteristics that distinguish Baroque and C assical nusic
fronthat of other periods.



Trace the evolution of opera in seventeenth-century Italy to the works of
Mozart .

Nanme and describe the styles and genres of instrunmental nusic in the
sevent eent hand ei ghteenth centuri es.

Trace the origins and devel opnent of nusical theater in France, England
andGernmany during the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, with
attentionpaid to distinctive national differences.

Descri be the cantata and ot her secular vocal genres of the late
sevent eent hcent ury.

Trace the devel opnent of keyboard nusic in the Baroque and C assi cal
eras.

Describe the sonata, suite, concerto, string quartet, synphony and ot her
maj or genres.

Di scuss the careers and works of Vivaldi, Raneau, J.S. Bach, Handel
Mozart,

Haydn, and ot her najor conposers contenporary to them

Understand the intellectual, cultural and aesthetic npbvenents of the
Bar oque andd assi cal peri ods.

Di agram sonata form

Suggested Student Activities:

Dai ly assignments - reading and |istening

Li st eni ng j our nal

Team and i ndi vi dual projects
Short reading and witten assignnments, in addition to those |listed on
syl | abus

Use of the Burkhol der Study and Listening Guide
Met hods of Instruction:

Cl assroom | ectur e/ di scussi on

Supervi sed cl assroom | i stening
Student team and individual projects
Li steni ng Journal s:

Students will keep listening journals in which observations and facts
about the works 63through 107 in the Norton Anthology will be recorded.
This journal will provide a betterrecognition and understandi ng of the



music, and will serve as a valuable study tool in thefuture. Aformwll
be provided, and available on-line, for this purpose. You will beall owed
to use your listening journal for |istening quizzes.

Li stening Quizzes: There will be ten identification quizzes throughout
the senester. Thedates of these will be unannounced. Be sure to keep up
with your NAWM | i stening andyour journal

Team Proj ects

On the first day of class, we will be dividing into teans. Your teamwi ||
be the peopleyou will work with on group di scussions and team projects
t hroughout the term

Team Project 1: Opera Summary. Each teamwi ||l be assigned an opera to
presentto the class. The teamw || be asked to:
o

provide a summary of the plot (acting it out, nmaking a novie, or

usi ngprops i s encouraged)

o

brief biography of the conposer (pointing out things relevant to the
oper a)

o

background i nfornmati on about the particular opera (who conmi ssioned it?
Where was it perforned? Wiat was the audi ence reaction? Etc?)

o

di scuss and expl ain the exanple in the anthology (Wiy is this portion
agood exanmple? Gve a brief analysis. How does this reflect the
conmposer’ sstyl e?

o

Provi de a handout for the class (this should be turned in to Dr. Peterson
asa file to be posted on-1line).

o
These will be presented at specified tinmes during the senester.

Team Project 2: Each teamwill be assigned a topic that deals with
general historyand society within particular tinme periods. These will be
presented at specifiedtimes during the semester

o

Each teamw Il give a brief presentation on an assigned topic that has to
dowith the daily living of people of the tine period under discussion.

o

A handout should be nmade for the class. (this should be turned in to Dr.
Peterson as a file to be posted on-line).

o

Mul timedia and interactive presentations are encouraged.

Visual Arts/Literature/Misic Project

Choose piece of music by a conposer fromthis semester (Baroque and
Cl assi cal periods). You may use a piece fromthe anthol ogy or anot her
wor k.



Choose a visual artist (painter, sculptor, architect, garden designer
set designer,

etc.) fromthe same tinme period as your conposer (so pick someone who
wasal i ve during the same time, and, if possible, in the same place).
Choose a piece of literature (poetry, novel, scientific paper, letter,
etc.) also fronthe sanme tinme period.

Find a cormon thene in all three works of art (nusic, visual art,
literature) andwite a one- to two- page paper expl aining how the ideas
in each connects (withparagraphs, conplete sentences and references).
Present your findings to the class on the assigned date (this is a brief
presentati onof only a few m nutes).

a.
You will play a CD of part of the nusic for the class (and show the
scorei f you have it),

b

read a bit fromthe literature, or explain what it is about, and

C.

show the art on the overhead projector.

d.

Di scuss a brief history of each piece and/or creator of the art/nusic
andexpl ai n how they are all connected.

The nore creative the better. The broad thene of Christianity is not
allowed. It istoo easy.
Schedul e of Topi cs:

A spreadsheet of schedul ed topics, reading and listening assignnments, and
qui zzes andexans is on the follow ng page. This schedule is not set in
stone, and special topics maybe substituted for what is schedul ed. Some
topics in the book will be left out, andadditional material on other
subjects will be covered in class. | am happy to addressspecific nusic
topics that any student would like to | earn nore about. Suggestionsare
wel cone. | want this class to be relevant and interesting to you. Tests
will cover

topi cs discussed in class (though you need to read your book too! Duh!).

Extra Credit

You may nmake a proposal for an extra credit assignnment. You are
responsi ble for conmingto ne with suggestions for a project, which should
be cleared with ne before you beginwork on it. | |eave this open-ended so
that you may work to your strengths. You may do apresentation,
performance, art project, witing project, or sonething else that
interestsyou. Creativity is encouraged. Extra credit projects nust be
conmpl eted before thefinal exam Extra credit is worth a maxi num of 10% of
your grade (thus you could raiseyour final grade by one letter). Fewer
points will be awarded for medi ocre work.



At t endance Policy:

If you are late for class, you will sing. (If Dr. Peterson is |ate, she
has to sing too). Therewi ||l be all owance for one unexcused absence during
the senester. Additional absencesthat are unexcused will begin to affect
your grade adversely. E-MAIL ME if you are

going to mss class, or are going to be |ate.

Turning Work in On Tine:

Witten assignments will be due in class on the specified dates.
Assignments turned inafter the due date will be adversely affected each
day they are late. Any assignnment maybe turned in early for coments and
suggestions so that the final subm ssion is better.

G ade Eval uati on:

Art/Literature/ Music Project 10%

Team Project 1 - 10%

Team Project 2 - 10%

Two Exans—ene on 17th cent., one on 18th cent. (25% each) 50%
10 Listening Quizzes (2% each) 20%
Gradi ng Scal e:

90- 100 A
80-89 B
70-79 C
60-69 D
0-59 F



